
Serving others in the 

Franciscan Tradition,  

Poverello House  

provides  daytime hospital-
ity for the homeless that 
includes opportunity for  
breakfast, lunch, laundry 
and showers as well as 

clothing . 

Poverello House has been open in Tucson for seven months now. We are averaging 

about 12 homeless men a day, who come in for a one day a week respite, to take a 

shower, wash their clothes, have a bite to eat and relax with a book, newspaper or a TV 

show. 

In this, our first issue of our newsletter, we include a panegyric by Paul Geen, who was 

our most regular guest, coming each Wednesday from the day we opened in October 

2008 until the day he suddenly died at St. Mary's Hospital, on Good Friday in April 

2009. 

Paul was so enthused with Poverello House, that back in December I asked him to 

write an article for our future newsletter, which he did. After he gave me his article I 

told him I'd have to edit it some, since he was so complimentary and focused on me. 

But since he died, I thought we should print it as he wrote it. 

We first met Paul three winters ago, on our nightly soup patrol. He was the camp or-

ganizer for those sleeping between the railroad tracks and Estevan Park. He would 

spread the word to others camping near by, that the Soup Patrol would be coming and 

there would be 5-10 folks there when we came by with soup, hot chocolate, blankets at 

the end of our evening run. When we began to spread the word about the beginning of 

Poverello House, Paul was the most excited about that. And once we opened, he came 

regularly. He told me that Poverello House was the one place where he could come in-

side, off of the streets and feel comfortable. 

After he died, Paul's brother came from Boston, MA and organized a memorial prayer 

service under Paul's favorite tree in Estevan Park. There were about 20 of us gathered 

there, as stories were lovingly shared about Paul's life. 

--Br. David Buer, ofm 

A Witness to Life ... 
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Br. Dave has done it again! Ever the champion for the homeless and disenfranchised people of Tucson, he has 

opened a “hospitality” house for us “houseless” men right here in Tucson. We now have a place to call “home” one 

day a week for a lucky fifty to sixty men [a week] who really deserve a place to come to eat, do laundry and shower. 

I personally am on the street and houseless by choice. Most people on the street are not as fortunate. Many have 

physical and/or mental disabilities, many with substance abuse issues also. The homeless women population of Tuc-

son have had a place to go called the Casa Paloma or as we call it, the “pink house.” Now we men, who are fortu-

nate enough to be chosen to come to the Poverello House one day a week can now enjoy some basic privileges that 

are just not available to an average homeless man. 

The Poverello House not only enables us to clean our clothes and bodies once a week but allows us to feel somewhat 

normal for a day. We can eat our fill of nutritious food that is provided. We can take a nap, watch TV or read a 

book, magazine or paper inside with all the comforts of “home.” This provides us with an essential way of relaxing,  
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Native American Prayer 

POVERELLO HOUSE IN TUCSON  (continued) 

planning and generally gathering our thoughts in a secure, encouraging environment. Unfortunately most 

“normal” citizens do not care to look at us or consider the difficult and frustrating positions we live with 

everyday. Fortunately Br. Dave [and the volunteers and supporters of Poverello House have] not forgotten 

us! 

We do appreciate [their] tireless help and advocacy for our situations. We work with [them] to help our-

selves improve our situations and to try again to rise “from the ashes.” I wanted to write this article for Br. 

Dave because we feel he is doing everything in his power to give us a chance to improve our lots in life. I try 

to help my fellow homeless in my way [when] I can. It is now my full-time avocation also. 

We do need help from our congregations and community also. Any donation of food, supplies, money or vol-

unteer time is graciously welcome. I choose to live my life without income but for many this just is not pos-

sible. Please help us improve our society by helping those who are trying to give back and get each to nor-

malcy and productivity. The need will not go away easily. Our economy is only getting worse and putting 

more and more strain on many families and individuals. Please support this effort to help us get back on 

track. 

Resident coordinator and chief cook and 

bottle washer, Gary H. Province de-

scribes himself as “an old southern cook, 

thrilled by the privilege to be of service at 

the Tucson Poverello House”. 

Lord, help me to walk in the boots of the miner, the shoes of the trader, the moccasins of the  

trapper and the sandals of Jesus the Master      

Service to the homeless has been at the 

heart of the ministry of Brother David 

Buer, ofm for many years. Before coming 

to Tucson, Br. David worked with home-

less programs in California and helped to 

establish a Poverello House in Las Ve-

gas. He is the gentle moving force behind 

Poverello House, Tucson. 



 

A  Poverello Sunday in May — early P.M. 

 

TV:  Basketball — a movie 

Sofa or chair, 

Watch or doze. 

Or read, sitting out back 

under the ramada, 

Gary’s garden on both sides 

(our “gray water” keeps it green). 

Poverello House 

But bring in the freshly laundered clothes 

hanging on the lines outside. 

(Some drops of rain! - where from?) 

Today’s lunch was Anne’s meatballs  

and sauce over spaghetti, 

a salad on the side with garlic bread. 

A quiet Sunday. 

No street, 

Unhustled, 

Unhastled.  

Reflection by volunteer, Ed Reissner  
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KITCHEN INGENUITY  

Frying Pan Storage 

Paper Towel Rack 

Platter Place 

Lid Holder 

Pot Pile 

Good food and creative storage go hand in hand at Poverello! 

Poverello House,     221 E. Lee Street, Tucson, Arizona  85705     (520) 624-0589  

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

Poverello House costs about $2500 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contrib-

ute will be put right to use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies and food. We also 

could use volunteers to be present during the days we are open.  [Wed. thru Sun. from 8 

AM to 4 PM] or to bring in lunch. Please use the enclosed envelope to make a tax-exempt 

donation or let us know how you'd like to help. 

Please make checks payable to Franciscan Ministries, Inc. Thank you. 

 

Poverello House 

 

Sheltering 

Many different eyes 

Journeymen of  life 

Sharing love for another 

Glimpse of hope 

Carrying many crosses 

Common denominator 

Have extending souls to harmonize hearts 

Open up at the end 

We are all servants of God.  

Alan Smith 

A visitor, May 2009 

ARE YOU AN ADVOCATE? 

“Operation Deep Freeze” has opened emergency winter shel-

ter in Tucson for over 20 years. This year the Emergency  

Service Committee would like to change the program from a 

temperature based shelter to one open each night during the 

winter months.  

 

If you are an advocate (or would like to become one) and 

don’t mind attending meetings and writing letters, call Br. 

David at 314-803-6735. 

Words of Wisdom 

We might also get used to recog-

nizing the fact that there is 

some of the saint in all of us. In 

as much as we are growing,  

putting off the old, and putting 

on Christ, there is some of the 

saint, the holy, the divine right 

here. 

Dorothy Day 


