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In addition to regular guests, we have regular volunteers.  Some volunteer once a week, some once a month and others when 
they can.  Some volunteers will cook a meal and bring it to Poverello House to serve it, and others will spend a half a day or 
a whole day (our hours are Wed.-Sun. from 8 AM to 4 PM) helping with the hospitality. 
  

Based on our actual income and expenses this first year, we know that it costs about $2500 a month to keep our doors open.  
Let me personally say thank you to all who have supported us this first year with donations of meals, items for the house, 
their volunteer time and their prayers.  I want to especially mention two $5000 gifts we received this summer, one from an 
anonymous reader of The New Vision (our diocesan newspaper) who saw the article on Poverello House and the other from 
the estate of my godmother, my dear Aunt Rose.  Our house is a Franciscan house where the love of Christ lives and grows 
by how we treat each other and all our guests. 
  

We plan to only print our newsletter twice a year, so, if you can, we ask for your support at this time and include the pre-
addressed return envelope.  Finally, a special thanks to Fr. Bill Remmel and the people of Most Holy Trinity Parish who 
have provided us with so many volunteers this first year and who are providing the printing/copying costs of this newsletter.  

Yours in Christ and Francis, Br.  David Buer, ofm 

Greetings friends, supporters and interested good people, to our Thanksgiving issue, our 
second issue of our Poverello House newsletter.  October 29th marked our first anniversary 
of opening our doors to our invited homeless men to come in off the streets for a day to sit 
down, decompress, get cleaned up and have a couple of good meals in a homelike environ-
ment.  Each guest is welcomed one day a week and for many, it is their favorite day of the 
week. 



When I look at all the  poverty and injustice, I say: “thank God I am not God”. But when I remember 
that in every place of brokenness there are caring men and women, I say to myself : “thank  you God, 

that  you are God” 

Poverello House 

SPECIAL PEOPLE AT A SPECIAL PLACE... 
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Desmond Tutu 

A FEW OF POVERELLO’S  

 VOLUNTEERS 

Mirrabelle 

Karen 

John 

 

BOARD OF ADVISORS 
Poverello House is blessed to have a committed Advisory Board:  Julia Ramos, Jim Kuzdal, 
Karen Perez, Fr. Bob Carney, Sara Lisa, B. J. Johnson and Br. David Buer, ofm.  Fr. Joe 
Schwab, ofm serves as a liaison to the Provincial Administration of the Franciscan Province of 
St. Barbara. 

The Poverello House, affectionately called, "The House", has 
been a part of my life since October of 2008, when Br. David, 
asked for volunteers. Working at the house, if you can call it 
that, has been a spiritually fulfilling experience. For me , the 
men are awesome.  Once they get to know you, they begin to 
relax and enjoy the amenities the house has to offer.  They are 
quick to tell you that their one assigned day is their "normal 
day". I have seen men come and go.  Many have gotten jobs; 
gone back home to family; some have passed on and many are 
still coming to the house to spend some "normal time".  When 
the house opened, Karen Perez and I were at the house every 
day until, by word of mouth, people became interested and 
signed up to volunteer.  All say the same thing—serving our 
homeless brothers is a very fulfilling ministry. 
 
Thursday is my assigned day to be at the house.  All the men 
who come on Thursday are "my guys".  I look forward to see-
ing them every week.  We laugh all the time,  watch movies 
and discuss them, we talk about everything under the sun, we 
share stories about our families—they are my extended fam-
ily.  I must not forget to say that it is through the generosity 
of many that the house now really feels like home.  God has 
blessed Br. David in this wonderful endeavor and He contin-
ues to do so. It is a privilege to serve our brothers in Christ.  
Come and visit us!  "The House” is open from Wednesday 
through Sunday - every week. 

Sincerely, Julia Ramos 
 
  

Gary Province is in charge of the kitchen, You 
will find him at Poverello House every day, He 
offers each guest a welcome and warm smile, 
His dedication is inspiring—it is the Francis-
can way.                                        

Gary 

AND 
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When  asked what being able to come to 
Poverello House meant to him, Richard said, 
“Everything”.  Richard is a regular Sunday 
visitor to Poverello House and has been 
homeless off and on for the past several 
years. 
 

Born in Tokyo, Japan where his father was 
in the military, he was three when his family 
returned to the States and eventually to 
California where he grew up.  After high 
school, he worked in various jobs and mar-
ried.  The marriage ended, but he has two 

grown children who live in California and two grandchildren that he has 
never seen.  Richard keeps in touch with his mother, and she updates 
him on how the family is doing, but he has not really been in touch with  
his kids since they were teenagers.  He is happy that his mother has 
stayed connected with them. 
 

Richard has been in Tucson for twenty years.  He originally came for his 
cousin’s wedding.  When he returned to California he went to his job in a 
restaurant and found that his hours had been decreased considerably.  
He felt he had little to keep him in California so he quit his job and re-
turned to Tucson. 
  

Initially Richard ran a small landscaping business.  He would go into 
mobile home courts and knock on doors and see if they wanted their 
yards done.  Sometimes, depending what needed to be done, he would 
borrow tools from friends.  He did pretty well with this and by word of 
mouth he would get other clients.  He liked working like this, being in-
dependent and being his own boss and was able to make enough money 
to keep himself going. When things began to get difficult  financially for 
people, they no longer were hiring him and things began to fall apart for 
Richard.  He went to the labor halls to try to get work.  Sometimes he 

would get two or three days of work but it was not steady. He had a dis-

agreement with the woman he was living with and ended out on the 
streets. 
 

Over the next few years, he was incarcerated twice, and after the second 
time decided he needed to do something else with his life.  Although not 
a church goer, he read the scripture and tried to live a good life. Richard 
first became aware of  Brother David when he saw him at Guadalupe 
House and was intrigued because he had never seen a “monk” before. 
Weeks later, while he was waiting at the RAP organization for a bus 
pass, Brother David came in and explained about Poverello house and 
asked if any of the men there would like to come with him and see the 
house.  No one took him up on it at first, but Richard said he would like 
to and then several other men joined him. 

 

When asked why being at Poverello House meant so much to him, he said that when he was there it felt like family.  
He stated that he goes to many other places to eat and sometimes shower, but he always feels he is being “looked 
down on” but at Poverello house he feels that he is not only accepted, but he is treated with respect and he feels that 
he and other homeless people do not often have that kind of encounter. 
 

Right now, things are going pretty well for Richard.  Most weeks he gets work 3-4 days and is also being helped by a 
friend so he has been able to rent a motel room for a week at a time.  He spends a lot of his spare time at the library at 
the University where he can log on to the Internet and can just sit and read.  He intends to come to Poverello  House 
every Sunday that he is able and enjoy the company of the volunteers and the others he meets there. 

As told to Edna Greene, volunteer 

SOME OF POVERELLO’S    
GUESTS 

Richard 

David 

James 

Jerry 

Rainbow Flowers 

RICHARD SHARES HIS STORY 
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Poverello House costs about $2500 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put 
right to use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies and food. We also could use volunteers to be present 
during the days we are open.  [Wed. thru Sun. from 8 AM to 4 PM] or to bring in lunch. Please use the en-
closed envelope to make a tax-exempt donation or let us know how you'd like to help.  

Please make checks payable to Franciscan Ministries, Thank you. 

Poverello House, P. O. Box 50782, Tucson, AZ 85703. 

Words of Wisdom 

"We are spouses when the faithful soul 
is united by the Holy Spirit to our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  We are brothers, more-
over, when we do the will of His Father 
Who is in heaven; mothers,  when we 
carry Him in our heart and body through 
love and a pure and sincere conscience;  
and give Him birth through a holy activ-
ity, which must shine before others by 
example." 

 
St. Francis of Assisi, Second Letter to All 

the Faithful 

 

A JOURNEY FROM GUEST TO VOLUNTEER 
 

What to say about Poverello House?… when I first came I met many guys and volun-
teers, whom I’ve grown fond of and enjoy talking to. I have since joined the ranks of 
Poverello House and have enjoyed every minute of it, and am truly thankful to 
Brother David for giving me the opportunity to help the homeless community in Tuc-
son. Brother David has been blessed in his work. Since I have been here I have grown 
as a person and learned many things in helping run the house. Poverello House was a 
Godsend for me and continues to be one for the men that come over each day, as I 
hear them say often. 

Jerrod Guarino  
Jerrod had been a regular guest at Poverello House for some months, when we asked 
him in June if he'd consider moving into Poverello House for a few months to help us 
out while we were temporarily short handed.  He agreed and became a part of our 
Poverello House family of volunteers very quickly.  We are grateful to the Primavera 

Foundation's Winstel Apartment Transitional Housing Program, for assisting Jerrod 
into his own housing.  To keep in touch, Jerrod will be dropping by on Wednesdays at Poverello House.  I am hoping that 
Jerrod will be able to regularly volunteer with us at the winter emergency overnight shelter from mid-December to mid-
February. --Br. David 

Jerrod  

The Kitchen Helper 

Allen, a regular guest on Fridays enjoys helping out in 
the kitchen. He  calls  himself “The Friday Dishwasher “ 
and so can usually be found in the kitchen washing the 
dishes! 

Volunteers Needed for Emergency Winter Shelter:  The Emergency Services Committee of the Tucson Planning 
Coalition for the Homeless is planning to extend the winter shelter to be opened each night from mid-Dec. to mid-
Feb.  Voluneers are needed both for the opening hours (7 PM to 9:30 PM) and thru the night (9:30 PM to 7 AM)  If 
you are interested, please call Br. David at Poverello House--624-0589 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 


