
Serving others in the 

Franciscan Tradition,  

Poverello House  

provides  daytime hospital-
ity for the homeless that 
includes opportunity for  
breakfast, lunch, laundry 

and showers as well as 
clothing . 
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Happy  

Spring 

POVERELLO HOUSE FIORETTI 
 

Stories about our patron saint, Francis of Assisi, were gathered by 

the early Franciscans after his death in 1226 A.D. Although St. 

Francis only lived to be about 44 years old, he packed in a lot of 

living the Gospel life. The people of his day recognized in St. 

Francis, an extraordinary human being who exuded the love of 

Christ for His Church, for all of humanity, for all living things, for 

all of Creation. 

The stories, known as the Fioretti, give, time and again, examples 

of God's grace breaking through in the life of St. Francis and the 

early Franciscans. 
 

We've had our share of such graced moments at Poverello House. 

There are the more obvious events, such as the Masses that the 

late 92 year old Fr. Camillus had offered over our first couple of 

years. He had been one of our prayer warriors since we opened 2 

½ years ago. He saved the extra margarines and condiment pack-

ets at the nursing home where he lived and sent us his extra 

clothes.  

Another  prayer warrior is Julia Ramos, praying for us regularly, again since we opened. She 

also served generously on our Advisory Board. Our canine mascot, Rosie, knew that both 

Julia and Fr. Camillus had a soft spot in their hearts (and sometimes a bone in a pocket) for 

him.  
 

Gary Province came from the Poverello Houses in Las Vegas and served 21 months as our 

kitchen manager. In addition to his creating delicious meals, he ended up covering up most 

of the wall space in our TV room with framed photographs of most of our volunteers who 

have come to house sit, cook a meal or fix something that was broken. From our begining, 

Caridad has provided us with 60 sack lunches a week, to give out to our guests as they leave 

at the end of the day. Veronica, the kitchen manager there, has always made sure we get our 

delivery. 
 

Carl Zawatski providentially came to Poverello House over a year ago to manage our house. 

God used a retired Lutheran minister at a retreat, to send Carl our way. And there are 

Carl's friends, too numerous to mention, who have adopted Poverello House. Colin Cotter got 

involved with Poverello House through his dad. After his dad died, Colin felt a close connec-

tion and agreed to join our new board. In November, Colin and his wife, Jenny, gave birth to 

their first child. 
 

Around the house, we see the thanks in the eyes of our homeless guests. We see how they 

can relax for their day off of the streets. We see how they feel better after a hot shower and 

putting on their cleaned clothes. 
 

The Poverello House Fioretti consist of the faces of our guests, the faces of our volunteers 

and supporters and all of our stories, intermingled inside the welcoming houses and the 

beautiful yards kept up so well by Eric and Carl. Blessings and Peace to all who come to 

Poverello House.   

Yours in Christ and Francis, David Buer, ofm  
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POVERELLO HOUSE,  
TUCSON 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

JULY 1, 2010 TO JANUARY 6, 2011 

 

INCOME 

Individuals $6272.67 

Newsletter $4100.00 

Grant/Award $4000.00 

Church $2762.00 

Mileage Reimbursement $125.00 

 

Total $17,259.67 

Accomodation (In) 417.33 

 

EXPENSES 

Rent $6589.92 

Staff (24 hr.) $2850.00 

Food & Supplies $2471.31 

Water/Sewer/Grbg $1550.00 

Electricity $1150.00 

IRS (non prft. appl.) $850.00 

Gas—htg. & cooking $750.00 

Supplies $634.35 

Cox Cable $380.00 

Gasoline $269.00 

Office Supplies $180.85 

Phone $135.00 

Constr./Maintenance $100.00 

Board Expense $35.00 

Bank Expense $15.00 

 

Total $17,960.43 

WITH GRATITUDE 

It is with gratitude that we share the 

financial report below. As you can see, 

Poverello House is totally dependent on 

the generosity of others. Much volunteer 

energy goes into keeping expenses as low 

as possible. The board and staff extend a 

heartfelt thank you to all who support 

Poverello House with their time and fi-

nancial donations.  

Greetings everyone! Please allow me a moment 

to introduce myself and say a little about 

Poverello House. My name is Eric Nicholson and 

I was born in Phoenix, Arizona on May 10, 1976. 

I came to Tucson over two years ago and it is 

here that the good grace of God entered my life. 

On this new course in life and new strange 

town, I have met some good people who have 

influenced me greatly. I met Carl though our 

mutual friend, Bob, and was deeply impressed and moved by the work 

he was doing at Poverello House. As I saw Carl grow and learn though 

his work and witnessed his selfless giving nature, I thought to myself 

that it would be great to be a part of that same spirit of spiritual 

growth and service to others.  

As it turned out, Carl had been thinking that I would fit well for this 

kind of work. Maybe he knew that I had a capacity for empathy for 

others. I myself had been down and out for many years and had experi-

enced firsthand the more dark  and murky areas of human experience. 

So, I began to volunteer at Poverello and learned and felt there was 

something unique about this place. Here was the atmosphere of a home 

to share with our brothers with an air of peace and comfort that cannot 

be found at any “shelter”.  I then realized that most of my working life 

(mostly in restaurant management), I had been asked to compromise 

my core values and to place profit far above human needs and compas-

sion. I then came to the conclusion that a position at Poverello House 

would be perfect for me for the profit was only joy in God’s work. Hu-

man needs and compassion came first. Also, as Carl has related to me, 

I came to appreciate how cool it is to have Brother David as my “boss”. 

Although I wish I could create an atmosphere of peace and safety in 

the hearts of our many guests, I have learned to place that in God’s 

hands. I have realized through working here the best I can do is to be 

steadfast in creating and keeping an external environment at Poverello 

making it—a place of peace; a clean and safe place; a place of under-

standing and giving, not judgment and condemnation. I am not perfect 

and have much room to grow, but I know that my heart is invested 

here as it must be for this kind of work. I try to ask myself often how  

well Poverello is meeting the basic needs of our guests. Are the meals 

we provide prepared with love and care? Carl has that covered above 

and beyond! Laundry facilities that help with clothing, clean and 

stocked restrooms, hygiene supplies, heat and cooling are some of the 

basic needs that we provide. Most certainly we rely on the generosity of 

others to meet all of these needs. It is, however, these things that help 

create an atmosphere of peace and make Poverello House a home that 

is set apart as a unique entity here in Tucson.  

I would like to thank Carl for suggesting me and the board and Br. 

David for giving me the opportunity to serve and be a part of this spe-

cial place. I am only a steward for the giving, time and financial sup-

port of a great number of people whose hearts of compassion and love 

truly make Poverello House possible. Thank you and may God bless 

you and watch over you. May the Good Lord be with all of our guests 

and walk with them as they leave Poverello House at 4 pm each day. 

God willing, Poverello will continue to serve our community and with 

lots of prayers and help, we can do even better! Thank you and “Pace e 

Bene”.  

 

 

Assistant House Manager, 

Eric Nicholson 
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Let all guests who arrive be received 

like Christ for he is going to say, “I 

came as a guest and you received me.” 

Rule of St. Benedict 

NO “BONES”  ABOUT IT 

Have you met Rosie—a very spe-

cial resident at Poverello House? 

She has trained the volunteers 

well. If you want to be her friend, 

welcomed with a very special wag 

of the tail, just bring her a large 

milk bone. She will love you for-

ever! Many of the volunteers who  

come to Poverello House have 

learned and respond to her irre-

sistible brown eyes and tail wag by 

producing a special treat.  She may 

run to a special safe place to munch on it or bury it in the yard for a 

later time, but will  remember the next time that you come that you 

are her friend.  

 

THE NEIGHBORLY THING TO DO 

Poverello House is located in the area of Tucson that is part of the 

Northwest Neighborhood Association. Being a good neighbor by estab-

lishing communication and mutual understanding with those in the area 

is an important value for Poverello House.  Occasionally, there are meet-

ings attended by Br. David, the Poverello House staff and the neighbor 

hood association representatives. Good communication makes good 

neighbors! 

Recently, the Northwest Neighborhood Association was conducting a 

clean-up and tree pruning event. An invitation was extended for 

Poverello House to participate and two of the Friday guests were more 

than happy to volunteer their time on Saturday, January 29th from 

11:00am until 2:00pm to get the job done.  It was a good experience for 

them and for the neighbors they worked with.  When reporting about the 

day one of the Poverello representatives said: “It was a good day. I was 

glad to pitch in and help out. I met some nice folks and even enjoyed the 

good lunch that was  provided”.  If the trees along 4th Avenue in Tucson 

look good, it is partly thanks to the good work of two of Poverello House’s 

Friday guests!   

THE GIFT OF FR. CAMILLUS 

Fr. Camillus Cavagnaro, ofm, our Spiritual Friend of Poverello House, 

died March 14th at Villa Maria Care Center in Tucson.  Over the last 

couple of years, Fr. Camillus has celebrated mass in the courtyard at 

Poverello House several times, for our guests, volunteers and support-

ers.  Fr. Camillus was 92 years old, was a Franciscan for 71 years, a 

priest for 64 years and first came to Arizona as a missionary to the To-

hono O'odahm nation in 1947.  From the moment we opened Poverello 

House in 2008, Fr. Camillus was praying for us and always asking how 

things were going.  The memorial mass was March 16th at his beloved 

St. Melany's Byzantine Catholic Church with over two dozen Franciscan 

friars, sisters and Secular Franciscans present.  A second memorial 

mass was held at San Xavier Mission on April 1, for his many friends 

there.  We will miss him!  

POVERELLO MONTH BY MONTH 

 

December—  The generous folks on 

the Corpus Christi Parish Outreach 

Committee provided special Christmas 

gifts for all of Poverello’s guests. Their 

gifts came in the form of backpacks 

filled with underwear, shirts, warm 

hats and personal items.  The men 

were surprised and pleased to find a 

backpack with their name on it under 

the Poverello House Christmas tree.  

January— Edna and Tom Greene 

teamed up with Anne and Ed Reissner 

to buy new drapes for the front televi-

sion room. They match the colors of the 

sofa and chair that were also donated 

that month. The men can now watch  

TV in comfort and  style.  

February—Poverello House welcomed 

some very special visitors. Representa-

tives from  the Order of Malta toured 

the house and met some of our guests. 

As a follow-up, we got the good news 

that that the Order of Malta granted 

Poverillo House $5,000 to help con-

tinue and foster the good works be-

gun by Brother Buer, omf. The mis-

sion of the Order of Malta is to minis-

ter to the sick and the poor that live 

amongst us. Br. David and the volun-

teers of the Poverillo House emulate 

what Mother Teresa tells us; "we all 

belong to each other."  

March— On St. Patrick’s Day, corned 

beef and cabbage was the menu of the 

day. Volunteer Karen Hassett prepared 

three briskets and at the end of the-

meal, there were no leftovers! Irish or 

not, all of the guests appreciated this 

special meal.  
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Poverello House costs about $3000 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put right 

to use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies and food. . Please use the enclosed envelope to make a tax-

exempt donation or let us know how you'd like to help. 

Checks may be made payable to Poverello House   Thank you. 

Poverello House, P. O. Box 50782, Tucson, AZ 85703. 

POTENTIAL GRANTS ? 

If you are aware of potential grantors or would like to 

spend time researching and writing grant proposals for the 

support of Poverello, please let Br. David know. He can be 

reached at 314-803-6735 .  

CLEAN CLOTHES AND WATER FOR THE FLOWERS 

 

A spot at Poverello 

House that is kept 

quite busy is the out 

door washing ma-

chine. It not only 

serves the need of the 

Poverello guests to do 

laundry but also is 

part of the gray water 

system that nurtures the plants to create the backyard 

garden. Clean clothes for the homeless and environ-

mental responsibility — St. Francis would, no doubt, ap-

prove! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Have you ever wondered what you could do to be 

of service to others and at the same time enjoy a 

relaxing day??? Consider a ministry of presence at 

Poverello House once a week or once a month. Vol-

unteers are needed to staff the house during the 

hours it is open (Wed. thru Sun. from 8 AM to 4 

PM).  You could spend the whole day or part of 

the day relaxing with the guests, watching TV, 

chatting  in the yard, or simply catching up on 

your reading.  

If you cannot volunteer your time, perhaps you 

could provide lunch periodically for about 12 

very grateful guests. Pick a day once a month or 

once a week when the cooks could have a day off 

because you will bring in lunch. Lunch can be 

dropped off at any time and served by the vol-

unteers on duty.  

 

If you can volunteer your time or occasionally 

prepare a lunch, please contact either Br. David 

at 314-803-6735 or call Karen Hassett at 578-

2221.   

  

 

GENEROSITY AT THE FAIR 

Mucho Gracias to the folks at “The Coyote Wore 

Sideburns” (A  HAIR SALON) located at 630 N. 4th 

Avenue. On April 3rd as part of the annual 4th 

Avenue Street fair, the staff donated their services 

and all proceeds from the day were given to 

Poverello House. All who stopped by for a “new do” 

that day benefited as did Poverello. Thanks to the 

staff of the salon for choosing Poverello House as 

the beneficiary of the day.   

 

The ravishes of a cold winter in Tucson give 

way to the promise of spring!  

Poverello House —  a place of renewal and 

hope. 


