
MUTUAL RESPECT 

  

In the course of a week, we average about 50 homeless guests who come for a day of hospitality.  When I see them 

enjoying breakfast or lunch, or getting their clothes washed and dried and getting a shower, I do get a warm feel-

ing.  Knowing that almost all of our guests are sleeping outside at night, their weekly day at Poverello House is 

their one experience of "home."  It is good to see our guests, being friendly, being trusting of one another.  Believe 

me, that is not the way it usually is out in the streets. 

  

Although the breakfasts and lunches prepared by Jerry and our other volunteers are delicious and good and al-

though the house and yard are so welcoming thanks to Eric, that is not what makes Poverello House a home.  It is 

the mutual love and respect that our volunteers exude to our guests, and that our guests give back to us and each 

other. 

  

Our guests get to see that love when our volunteers actually come to the house to "hang out" for a half a day, or to 

provide a meal.  But they don't get to see all the other folks who give of themselves in so many ways, but are 

"behind the scenes."  Our guests may not know who they are, but I do! 

  

We have a dedicated board of directors.  We have a group of regular volunteers.  We have a lawyer who helps us 

with legal questions.  We have folks to call on, when we are short a volunteer, or if we need someone to run to the 

store for a needed item.  Our neighbors visit us and respect us.  We have prayer warriors, who pray daily for 

us.  And there are dozens of folks who respond to our appeals, and a few who send in a monthly donation. 

  

Through this simple Work of Mercy that takes place at Poverello House, a diverse group of God's human beings 

come together in mutual respect, although when we leave, some of us have homes to go to and others do not.  As 

in God's eyes, none of us are more important than the other.   The main thing is that we have encountered God's 

love in each other.  Thank you for your ongoing support for our humble ministry.  

                                                                                                    David Buer, ofm  

Serving others in the 

Franciscan Tradition,  

Poverello House  

provides  daytime hospital-
ity for the homeless that 
includes opportunity for  
breakfast, lunch, laundry 

and showers as well as 
clothing . 
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Let us desire nothing else, 
let us wish for nothing else, 

let nothing else please us and cause us delight 
except our Creator and Redeemer and Saviour, 

the One True God, 
Who is the Fullness of Good, 

all good, every good, the true and supreme 
Good; 

Let nothing hinder us, 
nothing separate us. 

or nothing come between us. 
St. Francis, 1224 

And be praised, my Lord, for our Sister, Mother Earth, 
who supports and carries us and produces the diverse 

fruits  
and colorful flowers and trees. 

Canticle of Brother Sun, St Francis 
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MEALS PREPARED AND DELIVERED WITH LOVE 

A special relationship between The Outreach ministry at Corpus Christi Catholic Church and Poverello House be-

gan about two years ago. Colin Cotter, who is on the Poverello House board, is a parishioner and Outreach mem-

ber. He saw a need and brought it to the attention of others involved in the Outreach Ministry. 

During a visit to Poverello House, Marty Wall, who had worked at Casa Maria, the Catholic Worker House in Tuc-

son, for several years and now is co-leader of Outreach, found there was an ongoing need at the house for food, es-

pecially cooked entrées. That meant there was a need for an Outreach coordinator for a meal program.  In Marty’s 

words: “I have a bell in a big tree in my back yard …and it is my mother’s voice 

… and as usual she said that you have so much … why do you not do more! So  

as always, I said OK, Anne, I’ll take the job.” 

Marty grew up in a family of ten on a farm in South Dakota. She shared this 

about her visits to Poverello House.  “You only have to visit one time to appreci-

ate the calmness there in the garden that Eric has made or as you venture into 

the kitchen where Jerry will overwhelm you with joy for whatever you have 

brought. I will say that I have never been more comfortable among the home-

less. I guess if I had not had three brothers who are reformed alcoholics and 

have not buried my three most favorite family members from alcoholism, I 

probably would not have understood.” 

 

Marty gives credit for the success of the meal program to the generosity of the 

ten Corpus Christi parishioners who responded to a bulletin note asking for 

cooks to prepare one meal a month for 12 men who needed rest from the street. 

Some volunteers bring the meals to Poverello House and others bring them to a 

freezer at Corpus Christi for delivery, often by Marty. 

THE OTHER SIX DAYS 

Ernesto spends every Sunday at Poverello House. 

He agreed to share what his days are like between Sundays.  

Each Sunday, he likes to choose a quiet place when he arrives at Poverello House about 

8:00am so that he can sleep. 

We had our chat in early afternoon.  Ernesto explained that it’s hard to sleep well outdoors 

in the park.  Most evenings, he joins a group of men he knows but he tries to bed down by 

8:00pm, earlier than most of the other men.  Noise, bugs, and the heat  (or cold) make it 

hard to sleep. Ernesto gets up around 4:00am so he can get himself together and get to his 

day labor pick-up. He currently has a 3 month “card” with a day labor coordinating group. 

He does construction site clean-up 5 days a week.  He gets paid at the end of each day. The 

day labor group withholds income tax and social security tax. Sometimes he also is offered 

work on weekends. If not, he finds a shady tree with a book to read.  

Ernesto is saving for an apartment but would need a steady job for that. He hopes to work 

in security or as a janitor—something with benefits.  He lost his out-of-state job two years 

ago and came to Tucson. (He said he chose Tucson by throwing a knife in the air over a 

map and it landed near Tucson!)  Ernesto has no family.  He was orphaned at age 3 and 

lived in a series of foster homes. He credits an older gent he met in his teen years with 

giving him the determination to stay clear of anything that could send him to jail. His re-

cord is clean.  

Other programs in the area have also been beneficial for Ernesto. One facility that pro-

vides rehab services—services not needed by Ernesto — allows him to keep his things 

there and to take a daily shower, important after a long hard day of labor.  

After Poverello House on Sunday, it’s back to the park and his 4:00am wake up for work. 

ARE YOU AWARE 

THAT: 

By all accounts, Tuc-

son’s homeless popu-

lation has grown in 

the last decade.  On 

any given day in 

1997, University of 

Arizona researchers 

estimated that 

2,600-2,800 people 

were homeless in the 

city. 

 By 2002, during a 

period of large lay-

offs and rising un-

employment, the 

daily population had 

climbed to an esti-

mated 5,100 people. 
(Plan to End Homeless-

ness, Pima County, AZ ,  

2006) 

And  

Today ? 

Marty Wall delivers food mixed 

and seasoned  with lots of love .  
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When the men who come to Povrello House 

arrive in the morning, they are greeted 

with a hardy breakfast prepared by Jerry , 

the present “chief cook and bottle washer”.  

Jerry is inventive with breakfast utilizing 

leftovers and a hot chili or two.  He is 

much more than the “cook” however and is 

very committed to make the house as 

homey as possible—rearranging rooms, 

arranging decorations for the walls, and 

generally making the areas welcoming to the guests. Jerry himself is welcoming 

and really enjoys building relationships with the men. 

The start of his day has not always been so enjoyable for Jerry.  He picked up 

much of his cooking skills working in the kitchen in prison.  He says that he cer-

tainly learned to cook for large groups of people, and the group at Poverello 

House is a cinch.   

Jerry was born in San Francisco.  He was an A student all the way through high 

school.  He explains that he was the “black sheep” of the family and soon alcohol 

and bad choices began to influence his life. After being shot and then hospital-

ized, his grandmother, with whom he had been living, decided he was too much 

for her to handle so she sent him to his mother who was living in Tucson.  Then 

his life became a series of prison stays. 

While out on parole in 2009, he met Carl who told him about Poverello House.  

As with many of the men who come to Poverello House, his day there became 

the focus of his week. When asked what being at Poverello House meant to him 

at that time, his answer was simple “everything”. 

He says that becoming a live-in volunteer at Poverello House definitely saved 

him from continuing to spiral downward.  He explained that being there has 

provided the stability and purpose he needed in his life.  Jerry says that he gets 

up in the morning and he is happy and excited to see what the day will bring.  

But his effort to improve his life doesn't stop there.  He has enrolled at Pima 

County Community College and has begun a course on computer use this semes-

ter. 

Jerry says that his passion is cooking and eventually he would like to take some 

courses in Culinary Arts. While all who frequent Poverello House enjoy the 

meals he prepares and especially the cakes he bakes, Jerry feels he can always 

learn more and do better. 

By Edna Greene, volunteer 

 

MEET JERRY ANTOLIN—THE PRESENT “CHIEF COOK AND BOTTLE WASHER” AT POVERELLO  

    JERRY’S AND THE GUESTS’ 

FAVORITE RECIPE     

                 Gravy 

 1 pound of ground beef 

 Lemon pepper 

 1 onion   

 chili pepper 

 1 bell pepper  

 paprika 

 ¼ cup of chicken boullion

 garlic powder 

 ½ cup of butter 

 2 cups of flour 

 2 cups of milk 

Saute onion and pepper in 2 ta-

blespoons of butter in a skillet.  

Add chili powder and garlic pow-

der and cook for about three min-

utes.  Add ground beef and cook 

till beef is cooked. Add paprika 

and let stand for 20-30 minutes. 

In saucepan melt butter and add 

boullion. Add flour making a 

roux.  Add two  cups of milk.  Stir 

until creamy.  Add cold water to 

adjust thickness. Add ingredients 

from frying pan and simmer.  

Serve over biscuits and toast. 

Jerry at work in the kitchen 
I’m tired ! 

POVERELLO HOUSE NEEDS A NEW STOVE 

Do you happen to know an appliance dealer 

or a builder who might be willing to donate 

a new gas stove to Poverello?  The well used 

stove that Jerry keeps squeaky clean, can 

take up to an hour to boil a pot of water. It 

is a very tired, worn out appliance! 
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Poverello House costs about $3000 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put right 

to use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies and food. . Please use the enclosed envelope to make a tax-

exempt donation or let us know how you'd like to help. 

Checks may be made payable to Poverello House   Thank you. 

Poverello House, P. O. Box 50782, Tucson, AZ 85703  (520-624-0589) 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Have you ever wondered what you could do to be 

of service to others and at the same time enjoy a 

relaxing day??? Consider a ministry of presence at 

Poverello House once a week or once a month. Vol-

unteers are needed to staff the house during the 

hours it is open (Wed. thru Sun. from 8 AM to 4 

PM).  You could spend the whole day or part of 

the day relaxing with the guests, watching TV, 

chatting  in the yard, or simply catching up on 

your reading.  

If you cannot volunteer your time, perhaps you 

could provide lunch periodically for about 12 

hungry men. Pick a day once a month or once a 

week when the cooks could have a day off be-

cause you will bring in lunch. Lunch can be 

dropped off at any time and served by the vol-

unteers on duty.  

 

If you can volunteer your time or occasionally 

prepare a lunch, please contact Br. David at 
314-803-6735   

CAN YOU HELP REPLENISH THE NEWLY PAINTED  

CLOTHING SHED ?  

What  is 

needed? 

Men’s clothing  

(sizes L & Ex L) 

Shirts—especially T shirts. Hats, winter is coming. 

Jeans, jeans, and more jeans 
Sneakers and socks, lots and 

lots of socks! 

If you can donate any of the items noted above please contact 

Br. David-314-803-6735 or call Eric or Jerry at 520-624-0589 

to arrange to drop them off at Poverello House. You might 

even get a tour of the shed!!! 

 

POVERELLO HOUSE TO RECEIVE A FACELIFT 

There will be lots of activity at Poverello House during the week of October 17th.  It will not, however, 

be the usual showering, laundering and cooking that ordinarily fill the days there.  Instead, Eric will 

put aside his rakes and garden tools and Jerry will put aside his apron. They will be joined by a couple 

of volunteers and will don painters’ hats and work gloves for a week of house repair and maintenance. 

Included in the plan for the week are tasks such as refinishing and sealing the wood floors, painting 

the concrete floor, painting walls in the kitchen, living rooms, laundry room and the hallway and the “nap” room in the 

front house.  Lots of other smaller jobs will also be tackled—doorknobs repaired, broken tile replaced,  shower nozzle 

changed and attention paid to pest control. When guests return the following week they will be greeted with the usual 

warmth and also get to enjoy the house that has had a facelift! 

The Poverello House newsletter is printed with 

the generous support of the Most Holy Trinity 

Catholic Community in Tucson.  Special thanks to 

Fr. Bill, Sara Lisa, and the rest of the MHT staff.  


