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Alleluia, He is Risen! He has Risen, Indeed!
Happy Easter Season everybody. Liturgically, the Christian community ponders the wonder of the Resurrection at this time of the year. Death does not
get the victory.

Serving others in the
Franciscan Tradition,
Poverello House
provides daytime hospitality for the homeless that
includes opportunity for
breakfast, lunch, laundry
and showers as well as
clothing .

SPRING COMES

In nature, the barrenness of winter bursts into the flowers, birdsong and
green of spring. We had a mild winter in Tucson, so the contrast between
winter and spring has not been so great. But still we welcome spring.
At Poverello House we certainly have experienced the cycles of life. A flood of
volunteers one day, a lack of volunteers another day. A storage shed full of
clothing, then later, a storage shed bare of clothing. All appliances in working
order, and at times, a number of appliances waiting for repair. And so it goes.
In the meantime, we continue to welcome our guests five days a week, 8 hours
a day. We average serving 50 homeless men a week. The oasis that is
Poverello House continues to serve our brothers on the streets, thanks to your
support.
The meal cooked at home and brought to be served; the 4 hour shift volunteered to relieve Stephan or Eric; the cases of water brought over; or the check
written and sent are all examples of our collaboration together to keep our
doors open.

TO

POVERELLO
HOUSE

Spring flowers await
planting.

We are grateful for all your support and as we
ask for your prayers, we want to assure you
that you and your family and loved ones are in
our prayers. So in this time of pondering Resurrection, let me say, May the Lord Bless You
and Keep You, May the Lord let his Face Shine
on You, May He Look Upon You with Kindness
and Grant You Peace. Blessed Easter Season!
Yours in Christ and Francis,
David Buer, ofm

The bunny yard decoration
peeks out between spring greens.
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As a practical lesson in Catholic Social Teaching, two
groups from Mr. Schmidt’s class at St. Cyril of Alexandria School prepared and served lunch to the guests at
Poverello House on Febuary 2nd and 9th. Pictured
here, along with their teacher, is the group that visited on the 9th.

House Manager, Eric, provides an orientation to
the student visitors.
Smiles accompanied the lunch
that was served to the guests
outdoors.
Allen, a house guest that day,
was glad to help out with the
serving.

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful and committed individuals
can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”
Margaret Meade
Folks who give their time and financial support to Poverello House are changing the world!

Page 3

Poverello House

EASTER SUNDAY DINNER
BROUGHT LOTS OF SMILES

IF YOU MEET A SMILING
MAN WEARING A HAT AT
POVERELLO HOUSE,

AND FULL PLATES

THERE IS A GOOD
CHANCE IT IS

STEPHAN!
Stephan Rankas, the newest staff person at Poverello House, first came here as a
Saturday guest. He had been told about the house by another guy on the street
and was interested in a place where someone could just relax, be himself, and
enjoy the food and companionship of the other men and the volunteers. He liked
spending Saturdays here.
In December, Eric, the house manager, asked Stephan to help out since they
were short handed. Recognizing there was a need, Stephan spoke with Eric, Carl
and Brother David about the position of cook and started a two week trial. All
went well, so he moved into the house and became the permanent cook.
Stephan grew up in Brooklyn, New York. At the age of 20 he decided to travel
and see some of this country. He traveled pretty much coast to coast— mountain
climbing in Alaska and biking and hiking in other places. At 25 he married and
had two children. The marriage did not work out, but he is in touch with his children through Facebook.
When he was 33 years old, he joined the Navy and was stationed on an aircraft
carrier as a radioman. Stephan served on the carrier from 1999 to 2004 and recalled how difficult it was for everyone at the time of 9/11.
After being discharged from the service, he settled in Tucson and was living on
the street for about a year and a half when he learned about Poverello House. As
a guest at the house, Stephan found a place that had a calming effect on him and
renewed the spiritual nature of his life. He now enjoys being directly involved in
the day to day workings of the house. His awareness of the number of people it
takes to keep things running smoothly has grown. Along with the satisfaction of
making sure the guests are well feed, Stephan really enjoys meeting and working
with the many volunteers who are an essential part of Poverello House .

“It is in
dying
that we
are born
to
eternal
life.”
St. Francis of Assisi

MAKING THE HOLIDAYS SPECIAL
Poverello House has a “holiday angel”.
Each holiday since the house opened, a
generous supporter has contacted Br.
David to let him know that the men will
be treated to a special holiday meal. As
can be seen in the pictures on this page,
Easter was no exception. The food was
delivered and simply needed to be heated
making it easy on the staff and extra special for the guests. While all of the meals
at Poverello House—cooked there or donated —are nutritious and delicious, all
are grateful that the “holiday angel”
makes special days very special!

Easter Menu included ham,
sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes and gravy, corn muffins,
and apple pie.
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Volunteers are not paid — not because
they are worthless, but because they are
priceless. (Anon.)
Consider a ministry of presence at Poverello
House once a week or once a month. Volunteers
are needed to staff the house during the hours it is
open (Wed. thru Sun. from 8 AM to 4 PM). You

could spend the whole day or part of the day
relaxing with the guests, watching TV, chatting
in the yard, or simply catching up on your reading.

The miracle is this – the more we share,
the more we have. (Leonard Nimoy)
If you cannot volunteer your time, perhaps you
could provide lunch periodically for about 12
hungry men. Pick a day once a month or once a
week when the cooks could have a day off because you will bring in lunch. Lunch can be
dropped off at any time and served by the volunteers on duty.

The best way to find yourself, is to lose
yourself in the service of others. (Anon.)
If you can volunteer your time or occasionally
prepare a lunch, please contact Br. David at 314
-803-6735
The Poverello House newsletter is printed with
the generous support of the Most Holy Trinity
Catholic Community in Tucson. Special thanks to
Fr. Bill, Sara Lisa, and the rest of the MHT staff.
A

SPECIAL THANKS
Once again in keeping with their mission “to as-

sist the poor and the sick” The Knights of
Malta have chosen to provide a grant of
$7500 to Poverello House. The Order provides
financial and hands-on support to projects that
serve the poor, the sick, the homeless, the elderly, and others in need throughout the United
States and the world.
Special thanks also go to Ashley Nowe for her
work in helping to prepare an application for
the Arizona Working Poor Tax Credit. The application has been submitted and we hope that
by the end of this tax year, our supporters will
be able to take advantage of this tax credit.
Given the fact that an average of 60 loads of
wash are done each week in the two cloth washing machines at Poverello, it is no surprise that
there is much wear and tear on them and frequent breakdowns. Recently one machine died
and was replaced thanks to the generosity of a
donor who wishes to remain anonymous. Now
both machines have a low water use feature
that helps with the water bill and is good for the
environment. Both are important at Poverello!

LOOK BACK AT THE SPIRIT OF GIVING AT CHRISTMAS

We are now enjoying the spring weather and the joyful Easter message but it was not long ago that winter was upon
us and our decorations were the green and red of Christmas time. Here is a look back at what the guests at
Poverello Houose found when they visited at Christmas time—
The cloth backpack sacks
containing T-shirts, socks,
warm hats, gloves and miscellaneous toiletries were the
gift of the Outreach Committee of Corpus Christi Pariah
in Tucson. Each man found
one with his name on it under the tree.

Gift bags with Christmas
candy and treats as well
as socks and gloves were
prepared by school children as their way of
spreading the Christmas
spirit.

Poverello House costs about $3000 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put right
to use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies and food. . Please use the enclosed envelope to make a taxexempt donation or let us know how you'd like to help.
Checks may be made payable to Poverello House Thank you .

Poverello House, P. O. Box 50782, Tucson, AZ 85703 (520-624-0589)

