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FOUR YEARS OF HOSPITALITY 

 

Almost all of our guests are living outside during the rest of the week. So when they 

come for their once a week day at Poverello House, they get a deep feeling of “being at 

home.” We often call it an “Oasis Day” off of the streets. It takes many folks behind the 

scenes and at the house to make Poverello House be the place of hospitality that it is for 

so many, ever since we opened our doors in October 2008. 

 

Eric “keeps our yard looking so green and colorfully vibrant. “ 

Eric has lived and worked at Poverello House day in and day out for two years now and, among many other things, 

keeps our yard looking so green and colorfully vibrant. Carl Zawatski has served as house manager, helper and now 

board member. Our other board members have generously served for two years. We have folks from Corpus Christi 

and Most Holy Trinity Churches who regularly bring in lunches. The Barrio Brewery supplies weekly lunches and 

hosted our Benefit Dinner last spring. A Buddhist monk, a woman battling cancer, a Catholic School teacher, a vol-

unteer from the Z Mansion are among our volunteer cooks. Secular Franciscans, a Mennonite volunteer, and folks 

involved in 12 step programs are among our volunteers who take 4 hour shifts (8 AM-12 PM or 12 PM to 4 PM) to 

help staff the house. 

 

Bottom line, Poverello House is a work of love. In the spiritual world we are sustained by all of our prayers, our rela-

tionship with our Loving Creator. In the physical world, we are sustained by your generous donations and volunteer 

work. Usually in the summertime, donations slow up, so if you can, please use the enclosed envelope and make a 

donation today.  

Yours in Christ and Francis, 
 

David Buer, ofm  

Br. David, Marty Bothee, and Carl Zawatski 

A HEARTFELT WELCOME 

On Tuesday, August 28th, members of the Board gathered at 

Poverello House to extend a warm welcome to Martin Bothee.  

Marty has spent the last five years working at a Poverello 

House in Las Vegas and now has joined Eric to staff the house 

here in Tucson. Originally hailing from Grand Rapids, Marty 

hopes to draw upon his past experience to continue to provide 

the guests here the home-like hospitality that is characteristic 

of Poverello House.  Welcome Marty!  



Poverello House 
Page 2 

 

CELEBRATING A SPECIAL FEAST DAY 

From the beginning of his conversion, St. Francis of Assisi had a very great 

devotion and veneration for Christ Crucified.  This theme was central to his 

preaching until his death. In the year 1224, as he was rapt in deep contem-

plation on Mt. Alverna, he beheld a marvelous vision of a seraph.  Follow-

ing this vision, there appeared on the body of Francis the marks of the 

wounds of the Crucified Christ. Pope Benedict XI permitted the Franciscan 

Order to celebrate the memory of this event each year on September 17.  

WHERE  YOUR  

DONATIONS WERE SPENT 

 

 

FISCAL YEAR: 

SEPT 1, 2011-AUG31, 2012  

 

EXPENSES: 

Accom. Expense 580.00  

    (total reimbursed) 

Auto 402.87 

   (for Br. David)  

Bank Charge 30.00  

Board Expense 42.90  

Cable 491.05  

Electric 1,800.00  

Food 4,057.12  

Food & Supplies 2,004.22  

Fundraiser Open House 

842.10  

Gas--Cooking 1,375.00  

Gifts 200.00  

Health Care Contri. 4,434.05  

    (for live-in staff) 

Insurance 980.40  

Legal Fees 10.00  

Maintenance 886.65  

Newspaper 185.15  

Office Supplies 773.04  

Phone 405.00  

Poor CC 18.50  

Postage 744.32  

Rent 12,419.90  

Sewer, Water, Garb.2,450.00  

Staff, Misc. 551.87  

Supplies 1,383.50  

Washing Machine 736.10  

 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

$37,803.74  

 

A RESTAURANT WITH A HEART AS 

WELL AS GOOD FOOD 

 

 

Barrio Brewery located at 800 East 16th 

Street not only serves up good food to its 

patrons but also shares its culinary exper-

tise with the guests at Poverello House. Each Wednesday for the past year, lunch has 

been prepared at the restaurant and brought to Poverello House for the guests to en-

joy.  Dennis Arnold, owner of Barrio, said he was introduced to the idea of becoming a 

regular lunch donor to Poverello House by Will Conway, a friend and legal advisor to 

Poverello.  For Dennis, it was an easy decision to lend a hand since reaching out to 

those in need had been a part of his upbringing and his Catholic education.  

The kitchen staff, especially John Harrison, share Dennis’ enthusiasm for Wednes-

day’s “special” lunches. Each week, John decides what to create for Poverello House. 

The lunches prepared are usually not items from Barrio’s regular menu but rather 

something creative. It might be Italian or Mexican or whatever John wants to cook 

that week.  

Barrio Brewery has been open for the past five 

years. Originally a brewery functioning in former 

Quonset huts,  Arnold bought and renovated the 

property.  The restaurant is still a working brewery 

and also serves delicious food.  Last spring, 

Poverello House held an appreciation dinner at Bar-

rio. If you happen to go there and meet owner, Den-

nis Arnold, please say thanks on behalf of the 

Wednesday guests at Poverello House. 

Dennis Arnald and John Harrison 

in the kitchen at Barrio Restaurant 

“Start by doing what's necessary; then 

do what's possible; and suddenly you are 

doing the impossible” 

Saint Francis of Assisi (c. 1181 - 1226)  
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On St. Francis's day last year I was making a retreat at the Desert House of  Prayer.  The 

House had scheduled a liturgy for The Blessing of the Animals and had invited everyone 

to dinner afterwards.  That is when I had the pleasure of meeting Br. David Buer.  Over 

dinner he told me of the work of Poverello house.  As anyone reading this knows, Br 

David can be a persuasive presence and I was very intrigued with his idea of providing a 

homelike and caring place for homeless men.    
 

At the time, I was planning my upcoming sabbatical leave and was looking for an oppor-

tunity to spend some time doing some "hands on" work with the poor. Like many clergy, 

I often find myself talking about the poor, but not talking to them.  I asked Br. David if I 

might volunteer for a while during my leave at Poverello House, and he readily agreed. 
 

The week I spent there was a great gift.  It was very hot and I worked very hard (and I 

have the "dishpan hands" to prove it!), but I found the opportunity to learn the stories of 

the men who came every day to be very moving.  It gave me the chance to follow Jesus 

simply by being of humble service to those in need.  I am convinced that we Christians 

could be much more faithful, if we spent less time arguing and more time rolling up our 

sleeves! 
 

I look forward to volunteering again soon, and I will be encouraging others in Episco-

pal churches in Tucson to join with me. 
 

Thanks to Brother David and to Eric Nicholson for making this time possible.  

The Right Rev. Kirk Smith  

Bishop of the Diocese of Arizona (The Episco-

pal Church) Bishop Kirk Smith is the Fifth 

Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Ari-

zona, an office he has held since 

2004.  Based in Phoenix, he has oversight 

over 65 Episcopal congregations through-

out Arizona.  .  

A HANDS ON EXPERIENCE AT  POVERELLO HOUSE 

 

A FAMILLY AFFAIR 

 

Colin Cotter and his family were introduced to Poverello House through a family 

friendship with the Dunns and specifically through Chuck Dunn’s involvement 

with Poverello House. (Currently both Colin and Chuck serve on the Poverello 

Board)  It was Colin’s dad, the late Jack Cotter, who suggested that Chuck 

speak to Fr. Bill Remmel at Most Holy Trinity Parish about a charity that might 

benefit from support by the Order of Malta. An introduction to Br. David fol-

lowed and the rest, as the saying goes, is history. 
 

The first donation that the Cotter family made to Poverello House was that of  

Jack Cotter’s clothing at the time of his death . Getting involved with Poverello 

House was natural for the Cotter family because, according to Colin, they “grew up in a home where Christian values 

and concern for those less fortunate were exemplified. We were particularly inspired by my dad who devoted his entire 

life to faith, love and serving the needs of others.” 
 

Along with his serving on the Board, Colin has involved numerous family members in supporting Poverello House 

through monetary donations, clothing donations and providing a meal once a month for the Poverello guests to enjoy. 

Colin’s mom Jocelyn, his sister Kathleen and his wife Jenny share in the monthly meal preparation.  Not only has 

Colin invited his immediate family to get involed, he has also acted as a liaison with a few local parishes that have 

been very supportive to Poverello.  One community in particular is Corpus Christi Parish—Colin’s faith community— 

who through their Outreach Ministry has been incredibly generous and thoughtful with their contributions over the 

last few years.  Colin explained that all it took was mentioning Poverello House at an Outreach meeting and Marty 

Wall and her amazing team picked up the ball and ran with it! 
 

In Colin’s own words: “Being involved and supporting Poverello House is very fulfilling for me and my family and a 

comfort in knowing that in some small way we continue the ministry to which my dad devoted his entire career, 

touching the lives of many by helping the less fortunate. I feel very blessed to be a part of such a wonderful Board and 

am amazed by Brother David and his devotion to Poverello House. It has and continues to be a learning experience for 

me. and I pray that my involvement will make a little difference in the lives of our volunteers and guests.” 

Jenny, Colin, and baby Jack Cotter 
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Poverello House costs about $3000 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put right 

to use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies and food. . Please use the enclosed envelope to make a tax-

exempt donation or let us know how you'd like to help. 

Checks may be made payable to Poverello House   Thank you. 

Poverello House, P. O. Box 50782, Tucson, AZ 85703  (520-624-0589) 

THOUGHTS FROM OUR LAST NEWS-

LETTER WORTH REPEATING 

Volunteers are not paid — not because 

they are worthless, but because they are 

priceless.  (Anon.) 

Consider a ministry of presence at Poverello 

House once a week or once a month. Volunteers 

are needed to staff the house during the hours it is 

open (Wed. thru Sun. from 8 AM to 4 PM).  You 

could spend the whole day or part of the day 

relaxing with the guests, watching TV, chatting  

in the yard, or simply catching up on your read-

ing.  

The miracle is this – the more we share, 

the more we have. (Leonard Nimoy)  

If you cannot volunteer your time, perhaps you 

could provide lunch periodically for about 12 

hungry men. Pick a day once a month or once a 

week when the cooks could have a day off be-

cause you will bring in lunch. Lunch can be 

dropped off at any time and served by the vol-

unteers on duty.  

 

Also men’s socks and underwear are in 

very short supply. T-shirts (used or new) 

are always appreciated.  
 

 The best way to find yourself, is to lose 

yourself in the service of others. (Anon.) 

If you can volunteer your time, donate men's 

clothing or occasionally prepare a lunch, please 

contact Br. David at 314-803-6735 

 

The Poverello House newsletter is printed with 

the generous support of the Most Holy Trinity 

Catholic Community in Tucson.  Special thanks to 

Fr. Bill, Sara Lisa, and the rest of the MHT staff.  

FAVORITE THING ABOUT POVERELLO 

HOUSE ? 

 

Here is what some of Friday’s guests had to say: 

 

Ricardo was quick to say what he likes best 

about Poverello House— it is where he “finds 

peace and tranquility”. 

For the past three and a half years, Joe has been 

a regular weekly guest at Poverello House. He 

looks forward each week to taking a shower and 

washing his clothes. It makes the rest of the 

week go better. 

Dennis likes the good cooking at Poverello. 

Frank did not hesitate to say that the best thing 

he finds at Poverello House is the inspiration he 

gets from Br. David. “He is such a good person, 

he makes me want to be good” 

Johnny just likes being able to come and hang 

out, get a shower, and enjoy a decent meal. 

Did you know that every Sunday a  Poverello “Angel” stops by the house to pick up 

the towels (about 70 of them) that have been used during the week? She then ma-

chine washes them using good detergent and softener. The towels are dried,  

fluffed, and folded. On Tuesday afternoon the “Angel” returns the towels to 

Poverello ready for use by the guests when the house opens on Wednesday. While 

the towels are washed after use each day, the soap used and the fact that they dry 

on the outdoor lines makes them feel a bit like sand paper! Thanks to the towel 

angel, the men have soft, pleasant smelling towels to use each day. It may be a 

small thing, but it is attention to such details that makes Poverello House such a 

special place of hospitality! If you would like to help out occasionally by giving the 

towel angel time off, contact Br. David at the number noted above. 

A Poverello Towel  

Angel 


