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BROTHER SUN SETTING OVER
THE SONORAN DESERT

What a gift to have Bishop Kicanas with
us for our 5th anniversary celebration. Looking at his schedule in The New
Serving others in the
Vision, I learned that it was his third celebration of Mass that day. As you will read
Franciscan Tradition,
in the notes from his homily featured in
Poverello House
this edition of the newsletter, Bishop Kicanas mentioned that in the Franciscan
provides daytime hospitalliturgical calendar, on Oct. 11, we honor
ity for the homeless that
Bl. John XXIII, who was a Secular Franincludes opportunity for
ciscan. And he joked that Pope Francis
breakfast, lunch, laundry
was sorry he couldn't be with us. As I
and showers as well as
took in the scene of Bishop Kicanas celeclothing .
brating Mass, assisted by Franciscan, Fr.
Manuel, under the canopy built by the
Eagle Scouts, in our beautiful courtyard
full of flowers cared for by Eric with fifty
supporters in attendance, I gave thanks to God. In life, it is good to have
some moments like that!
Of course we cannot stay on the mountain top long, because there is work
to do. After having to work late into the night to clean up after the delicious meal for 50,and put away the tables and chairs, our doors needed to
open early the next morning for our guests. But the memory of our fifth
anniversary will remain.
Thank you, dear God, for sending your Son, Jesus, into the world. Thank
you, St. Francis, for following the way of Jesus so well. Thank you for
your Church and thank you for our Franciscan Family of Friars, Sisters,
Seculars and "friends of Francis." Please know how grateful we are to all
our supporters, who allow us to continue our ministry at Poverello
House. Amen.
David Buer, ofm

“Consult not your fears but your hopes and your dreams.
Think not about your frustrations, but about your unfulfilled potential. Concern yourself not with what you tried
and failed in, but with what it is still possible for you to
do.”
― Pope John XXIII
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A TIME TO CELEBRATE AND GIVE THANKS
On the evening of October 11, a group gathered at a house on Lee St.
in Tucson. But this was no ordinary group. This was a community of
people who have participated as staff, guests, volunteers, members of
the board and contributors to Poverello House over the past five
years. They were gathered to celebrate those five years.
Bishop Kicanas honored this occasion by joining the community to
celebrate the liturgy. In his homily he spoke of how important the
mission of Poverello House was to the men served. He spoke of how
some people deal with difficult “demons” that can take over their
lives, and that those difficulties can be made even worse when they
are treated in such a way as to feel unloved and unempowered. The
Bishop went on to say that this was the exact opposite of the message of Poverello House. He continued, “Those who come here, to reside, to rest and be renewed here are treated with dignity and respect...and are told that they are valued and important. They come
to a place where they can find encouragement and support.”

Over the years the men who have been the guests of Poverello House
have voiced what Poverello House has meant to them. “I wouldn't be able to make it through the week without
knowing I could come here.”; “ It is the only place where I feel safe. I am constantly afraid on the streets.”; “It is
the only place I feel truly welcome and am treated with dignity.”
Those who have been involved in any way with Poverello House over the years have always come away knowing
that they have received so much more than what was given. While we have always been told we shouldn't “blow
our own horn”, the Bishop in his homily stated that today was a day to
blow the trumpets, not for a fast as was stated in the day’s scripture reading, but to honor all those who over the last five years have made the continuing success of Poverello House possible. Bishop Kicanas spoke about
the time, seven years ago, when Brother David came to him and asked if he
could establish a Poverello House in Tucson, to which the Bishop replied:
“ Really!”. Given the dedication of Brother David, the encouragement of the
diocese, and the cooperation and dedication of many others, Poverello
House became a reality two years later.
October 11 was an evening of thanksgiving for God's blessings and great
joyfulness that the “Pumpkin” colored house on Lee Street has become so
much more than a house, but a home for those whom it serves.
Submitted by Poverello volunteer,
Edna Greene
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THE GIFT OF SONG
Brother Sun, Sister Moon
Brother sun and sister moon, I seldom see you,
seldom hear your tune
Preoccupied with selfish misery
Brother wind and sister air, open my eyes
to visions pure and fair
That I may see the glory around me
I am God’s creature, of you I am part
I feel His love awakening my heart
Brother sun and sister moon, I now do see you,
I can hear your tune
So much in love with all that I survey
I am God’s creature, of Him I am part
I feel His love awakening my heart
Brother sun and sister moon, I now do see you,
I can hear your tune
So much in love with all that I survey
As a Communion meditation at
the anniversary Mass, Br. David
sang Brother Sun, Sister Moon

Rae Jean and Slim Schlimgen
have been supporters of Poverello
House since hearing about it from
Br. David. They were aware of the
many homeless who felt that they
did not matter. They know that at
Poverello all are treated with respect
and dignity.

Brother Sun, Sister Moon was written by
Scottish singer-songwriter Donovan and is from
a 1972 film by that same name directed
by Franco Zeffirelli.

Rebecca Johnson and Paul Maxon
were introduced to Poverello House
by Carl Zawatski. Rebecca pointed
out that Poverello House provides
hope to folks who often have had
little or no hope.

It was not the first time
that Paul Hamilton, III
and his daughter
Vanessa have been at
Poverello. Paul has
helped in the past by
soliciting backpacks
and other items like
shoes for the guests.

Denise and Butch Ryan heard about
Poverello House at their parish. The
pastor spoke about the ministry at
Poverello and they decided it was
something they wanted to support.

Also attending the
celebration was
Poverello House’s
favorite canine
friend, Rosie. She
brought her owner
Carl so that he
could do the cooking
with the hope thatshe might get a few
treats from those
attending.
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A QUOTE WORTH PONDERING

BEHIND THE SCENE AT
POVERELLO

In a recent interview Pope Francis reminded us:
"God

is in every person’s life. God is in everyone’s life...You can, you must try to seek
God in every human life. Although the life
of a person is a land full of thorns and
weeds, there is always a space in which the
good seed can grow. You have to trust God."

Behind the scene at Poverello House on the evening of the anniversary Mass was Jesse, who has
been a regular guest at the House He volunteered
to help set-up, serve, and clean-up at the event. If
he looks familiar it may be that you remember
seeing him in a feature in the fall newsletter of
2010!
Thanks go not only to Jesse and others who volunteered to help, but also special thanks to Carl
Zawatski,, Marty Bothee and Eric Nickolson for all
of the work they did to make the event such a special
one.

A PRAYER REQUEST
One of the brothers who has been a regular guest at
Poverello House for the last several years has been diagnosed with colon cancer and is undergoing a difficult treatment of chemotherapy. Being homeless is in itself a major
challenge; being sick and homeless is so much more difficult. Please keep “Brother D” in your prayers. Knowing
that folks are praying for him will help to lift his spirit.

The Poverello House newsletter is printed with
the generous support of the Most Holy Trinity
Catholic Community in Tucson. Special thanks to
Sara Lisa, and the rest of the MHT staff.

AND WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Want to help? Call Br. David at 314-803-6735.
Occasionally provide
lunch for Poverello
guests. The house is
open from Wednesday
to Sunday.

Volunteer Your Time

A 4 hour shift, either
from 8 AM to 12 noon
or from 12 noon to 4
PM, once a month, can
make a difference.

Donate used or new
clothing. The items most
frequently requested are
SOCKS. T-shirts, jeans,
and comfortable underwear are also welcome.

Financially support
the mission of Poverello
House. Arizona residents can claim a tax
credit for donations.

Poverello House costs about $3000 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put right
to use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies and food. . Please use the enclosed envelope to make a taxexempt donation or let us know how you'd like to help.
Checks may be made payable to Poverello House. Thank you .

Poverello House, P. O. Box 50782, Tucson, AZ 85703 (520-624-0589)

