
        

     Serving others  

   In the                                                    

Franciscan Tradition,  

Poverello House  

provides  daytime hospitality for the 
homeless that includes opportunity for  
breakfast, lunch, laundry and showers 

as well as clothing . 
 

 

POVERELLO HOUSE 
A welcoming place 

 

Tucson, Arizona      Vol. 6   Issue 2   Fall, 2014 

SIX YEARS AND COUNTING 

 

Thank you to all who were able to be with us at the Barrio Restaurant 

Sept. 28 to celebrate our sixth year of service to our homeless brothers. 

And thanks to all who worked so hard to make it such a wonderful eve-

ning. A special thanks goes to Karen Hassett, who will be moving with her 

husband to Oregon, after serving faithfully for over four years, as a 

Poverello House Board member and volunteer. 
 

In September a dozen friars, mostly from California, came to Tucson for 

our annual Specialized Ministries gathering. One of our stops was 

Poverello House, and it always gives me great joy when a friar is able to 

stop by for a visit. The day in September that the friars visited happened 

to also be a day that the honor society students and their teachers from 

San Miguel High School cooked lunch. So we had a great visit between the 

friars and students in the back yard, while our guests were eating lunch. 
 

Our good neighbor next door, James, turned 95 this year and I was invited 

to his birthday celebration at his daughter's home. What a blessing it was 

to be mixed in with his loving family of three generations, and close 

friends. 
 

Tommy and Marty continue to keep the day to day operation of Poverello 

House going, with much dedication. And we have good volunteers who 

help take shifts or bring in a lunch for our guests. And mostly behind the 

scenes, are our board members, taking care of the paper work and other 

details required to keep our doors open. Thanks to all for your prayers and 

material support. 

 

Yours in Christ and Francis,  

David Buer, ofm—Founder 

Poverello House 

www.tucsonpoverello.com 

Does this image above look familiar? If not, you have not yet visited our new web page developed and main-

tained by author, Gary Kraay. The web page features news about Poverello House, Street Stories,  Prayers, 

and Comments from viewers. In the past two months, 236 people have visited the website 617 times and 

viewed 2,248 pages. People from 17 different countries have visited the site.  Visitors spent more time on 

Tommy’s story, Jesse’s ‘Street Story ‘ – I Should Have Listened to My Mother – and the Lakota Prayer than 

on any other pages. If you have not yet seen it, check it out! 

A NEW TEAM IN TOWN 

Team work is the name of the game 

for the two staff members at 

Poverello House, Marty Bothee and 

Tommy Arana. Due to their hard 

work and dedication, meals are 

served, the house is clean, the yard 

looks great and guests feel welcome. 

Team work does make a difference! 

Thanks Marty and Tommy! 



Photos taken by Poverello volunteer, Rick McCallum 
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Once again, the Order of Malta has selected Poverello 

House as a recipient of a generous grant. Board mem-

ber, Charles Dunn, a member of the Order of Malta 

believes that the mission of Poverello House is a good 

fit with the mission of the Order of Malta. Members of 

the Order are encouraged to work for the sick and the 

poor.  Pictured on the left on the occasion of the pres-

entation of the grant are President of the Tucson loca-

tion of the Order of Malta, Charles Dunn, Fr. Miguel 

Mariano, pastor at St Odelia's Parish, Br. David 

Buer,ofm, Mary Ellen Cook, secretary of the Tucson 

group and Roger Cook, their treasurer.  

A DELIGHTFUL EVENING CAPTURED IN PICTURES 

Barrio Brewery Restaurant, September 28, 2014 

Celebrating the Season 

 

Karen Hassett and Marty Wall  

served as greeters for the event.  

There was lots of  food for 

hungry guests. 

MC, Carl Zawatski , reminds 

folks to bid on the silent auction. 

Tom Greene is  a  surprised 

and happy winner of one of the 

door prizes.  

Br. David  joins  singer, Johanna 

Hurley in a rendition of “Brother 

Sun and Sister Moon”. 

Poverello volunteer John 

Nelson and his wife Betty  

enjoy the festivities. 

 A GRANT GRATEFULLY RECEIVED FROM THE TUCSON ORDER OF MALTA 

 



Helping with the 

“Soup Patrol” (a 

ministry from 

Most Holy Trinity 

Parish that 

brings soup and 

hot chocolate to 

the homeless in 

Tucson) gave Jeanette Arnquist an 

opportunity to reconnect with Brother 

David. Their paths had crossed at 

various times over the past twenty 

years. Jeanette and her husband Cliff 

moved to Tucson from San Bernar-

dino, CA in June of 2012. Speaking of 

her commitment to working for peace 

and justice, Jeanette explained: “Even 

though I was a math major and 

taught at the community college for a 

few years, I was drawn to serve the 

"least of these," in part due to my as-

sociation with Franciscans like Fr. 

Louie Vitale and Br. David Buer”. Her 

work over the years of her profes-

sional career included helping to es-

tablish a shelter in Hemlet, CA, work-

ing for Catholic Charities of San Ber-

nardino to do public policy advocacy 

on domestic issues and serving as the 

director of the Office of Justice and 

Peace for the Diocese of San Bernar-

dino.  

Jeanette and Cliff have been married 

for 44 years and have three children 

and two grandchildren with another 

on its way. 

 Jeanette hopes that her participation 

on the Poverello Board will be one 

more way for her to continue to serve 

the  “least of these”. 
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THE POPULATION IN TUCSON SWELLS IN OCTOBER—THE BUTTERFLY POPULATION THAT IS! 

Photos taken by friend of  Poverello House, Alan Krasofski. 

Before retirement, Conrad Wall, aka 

Brick, worked for the Tucson Medical 

Center as an Anesthesiologist for 35 

years. He has lived in Arizona since 1966 

but grew up on a farm in South Dekota 

and is quick to note “I still have a lot of  

the farm boy in me”.  In his spare time, he 

likes to ride horseback or to go camping 

with his wife Marty. They have also done 

a fair bit of traveling.  
 

After retirement, Brick wanted to explore 

all kinds of volunteer activities. While 

trying a variety of activities, he found 

that he was drawn to helping the home-

less and those mem-

bers of society most in 

need. He explained 

that through his wife“I 

discovered Brother 

David and the men 

at Poverello House.  It 

seemed like a place 

that I could use some 

of my talents to help others”.  Since be-

coming involved he has made many trips 

across town to bring food, clothing and 

“some companionship to the men there”. 

He and his friend Michael Green have 

spent some time fixing things that needed 

fixing.  
 

Brick and Marty have been married for 46 

years, have three children and five grand-

children. Both enjoy visiting the grand-

children and helping them with projects.  
 

As a board member, he knows he is not 

going to bring “deep pockets” but rather 

hopes to help with maintenance and to 

lend his voice to help make the house a 

better place of shelter and security for 

homeless men.  

After a career in military and com-

mercial aviation, Gene Kraay began 

a second career as a writer. He cur-

rently has six novels to his credit. He 

has optioned film rights to two of his 

novels.  (You can learn more about his 

books at  www.eskraay.com or 

www.thevitruvianman.org) Gene 

manages the library at the Redemp-

torist Renewal Center in Picture 

Rocks. He also works in their book-

store on Friday afternoons. It was 

there that he met Carl Zawatski. Re-

flecting back on their conversation, 

Gene recalls, “we chatted about books 

and other things, and we soon sensed 

we had a lot in common in a spiritual 

sense”. Carl left his card with infor-

mation about Poverello House and 

Gene followed up by researching the 

internet. Realizing that the informa-

tion about Poverello House here in 

Tucson had not been updated for over 

three years, Gene, who manages other 

web sites, let Carl know that he would 

be willing to help Poverello House 

update its web site. After discussion 

with Br. David and a few other board 

members, the new Tucson Poverello 

House web site was put into motion 

and went live on 

July 29th with Gene 

as its manager. 

It is Gene’s hope “to 

bring visibility to the 

worldwide issue of 

homelessness by 

focusing on the small but significant 

part the Tucson Poverello House plays 

in the grand scheme of things”. 

“And be praised, my Lord, for our Sister Mother Earth, who supports and carries us and produces 

the diverse fruits and colorful flowers and trees”  (and butterflies too!) 

St Francis, Canticle of the Sun 

 

NEW FACES AT POVERELLO HOUSE 

http://www.eskraay.com
http://www.thevitruvianman.org


The Poverello House news-

letter is printed with the 

generous support of the 

Most Holy Trinity Catholic 

Community in Tucson.  

Special thanks to  Fr. Tom, 

Sara Lisa, and the rest of 

the MHT staff.  

AND WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

Want to help? Call Br. David at 314-803-6735.   

Occasionally provide 

lunch for Poverello 

guests. The house is 

open  from Wednes-

day to Sunday.  

Volunteer Your 

Time 

A 4 hour shift, either 

from 8 AM to 12 noon 

or from 12 noon to 4 

PM, once a month, 

Donate used or new 

MEN’S clothing. The 

items most frequently re-

quested are SOCKS. 

 T-shirts, jeans, and com-

fortable underwear are 

also welcome. 

Financially sup-

port the mission of 

Poverello House.  

Poverello House costs about $4000 a month to operate. 

Any donation that you can contribute will be put right 

to use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies, and 

food. Please use the enclosed envelope to make a tax-

exempt donation (residents of Arizona can also receive a 

tax credit).  

Checks may be made payable to Poverello House.  

Thank you.   

Joe, a regular weekly guest at Poverello House, ex-

plained that he looks forward each week to taking a 

shower and washing his clothes. It makes the rest of 

the week go better. 

 

Poverello House 

P.O. Box 50782 

Tucson, 85703 

 


