POVERELLO HOUSE
A welcoming place
Tucson, Arizona

Serving others
In the
Franciscan Tradition,
Poverello House
provides daytime hospitality for the
homeless that includes opportunity for
breakfast, lunch, laundry and showers
as well as clothing .
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Dear Friends,
My mom and dad met at a outdoor dance at Wilson Park in our
hometown of Granite City, IL in September 1947. They began dating, but
decided not to "go steady." But, in effect, they did "go steady" for four
years until dad proposed to mom in 1951. On February 16, 1952 they
were married at St. Joseph Church in Granite City. Their love overflowed
and they gave life to me in October 1953 and to my brother Bob, in October 1955.
Sixty years of love, poured out to my brother and me and to our
extended family and friends, have past and now they need some
help. Dad has been on dialysis for 10 months now. Thanks to my provincial and Franciscan community I have been given a 6 month sabbatical to
help them, at their home in Ballwin, MO that we moved into in April
1969, when I was a sophomore in high school. I leave in early spring and
will return to Tucson at the end of summer.

In the meantime, Carl Zawatski, Marty, Shane and our board of directors will be overseeing the day to
day operation of Poverello House. Thanks to them, we will not miss a day of operation. We'll continue to be
open five days a week, 8 hours a day serving 50 homeless men each week.
To you, our dear supporters, I ask that you continue to support our day to day hospitality by sending
in donations, calling Carl to offer help to cook a meal, do a 4 hour shift or help out in some other way. Although I'll have my cell phone with me in St. Louis I won't be much help, since I'll be there. To see how you
can help, please call Carl at 507 406-5300.
I will be checking in occasionally and I'll be a prayer warrior for Poverello House while I
am away. Please keep me and my parents, Otto and Doris, in your prayers. It is precious time for me and I
am so grateful that I can be with mom and dad at this stage of their life journey.
Yours in Christ and Francis,
David Buer, ofm
Winter to Spring

Last night…
A surprising winter rain.
Today…
the air is sharp and clean,
dust washed away.
Early spring flowers begin to show their faces.
Tiny white disks,
complex in their petals and leaves,
dot stands of greenery.
Brittlebush burst with yellow blossoms,
Where there was brown, now green.
Blossoms rise toward the sun,
purple penstemon, soft orange mallow cups,
dainty fairy dusters, golden poppies.
The Ocotillo is leafy and in bloom.
Its flowers attract excited birds.
They chirp for joy.

Anticipation is now in the air.
Seeds, long latent in the earth,
respond to moisture and warmth.
And watchful eyes observe meadows and hills
for the first sign of carpets of blooms
in the hope for a show of
nature’s wild bounty
to grace this desert land.

egreene
2/25/2015

(Edna Greene is a volunteer at Poverello House)
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A GOOD NEWS DAY
Recently, a very welcome good news letter arrived at Poverello House. The Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of
Tucson announced the awarding of $7800 to Poverello House for repairs and the purchase of new appliances. According to their vision statement, “The Catholic Foundation seeks to foster a faith community where its members
prayerfully consider their stewardship responsibility and decide to commit a portion of their time, talent and treasures to serve the mission of Christ”. We are grateful to all who support the Catholic Foundation. One possibility for
the use of the money will be to purchase an ice machine to keep the cool drinks flowing in the very hot summer
months. The guests, staff and volunteers at Poverello House will very much appreciate that improvement since
running out of ice has been a common experience in past summers. The buying of new appliance for the kitchen is
also being considered. While some repairs have already been completed, this grant will assure that other projects
still needing attention will get done. Thank you Catholic Foundation of Tucson.
SPECIAL PEOPLE AT A SPECIAL PLACE

A visit by Carl Zawatski (seated with hand on the
dog) and his canine buddy, Rosie, makes an ordinary
day at Poverello House a special day. Also pictured
are staff members Shane and Marty along with
some of the day’s guests.

The heavens proclaim the Glory of God and
all creation is singing with joy

YOU WILL WANT TO READ MORE!



A friend of mine recently went downtown
to have some drinks and listen to music.
A panhandler approached her and she
gave him $20. Her friends criticized her,
judging that the man would only spend
the money on booze. My friend answered,
“What do you think I was going to spend
the money on?” …



Homelessness isn’t the walk in the park
some people think it is. I know. I’ve been
there for nearly half my life…



“I don’t do the streets well” JD remembers. “I was terrified. I had to end it and I
drove that tiny scooter down Valencia like
a circus clown. I’m trying to kill myself…

To read these and other challenging and inspiring stories visit:
www.tucsonpoverello.com/streetstories

Psalm 19

SAVE THE DATE
Come celebrate the Feast of St. Francis at the Annual Poverello House Fundraising Dinner
6:00pm, October 4, 2015 at Guadalupe Hall, Most Holy Trinity Parish, 1300 Greasewood Rd, Tucson
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MEET THE NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Since her retirement, Sylvia Ebeling
spends much of her time doing volunteer work. She
has been a regular volunteer at
Poverello House
since it opened.
Sylvia met Br.
David while volunteering at the
Casa Maria soup
Sylvia
kitchen in Tucson. He told her about Poverello
House and the opportunities there to
serve the homeless. Since then she
has been providing lunch on the first
Sunday of each month and also occasionally spending time with the guests
(a ministry of presence) so that the
staff can have a break.
Sylvia was born in Tucson and is currently a member of St. Francis
Cabrini Parish. When asked to join
the Poverello House board, she responded enthusiastically as she does
to many things. She said she “ hopes
to bring to the board some good ideas,
dedication and hard work.”
The Sunday guests look forward to
her special Mexican cooking. The
menu below was her gift to the men
on Super Bowl Sunday.
Corn Chips with Spicy Cheese Dip
Chicken and Cheese Enchiladas
Rice and Beans
Home made Chocolate Cake

Kevin Serr, like many
others, was introduced
to Poverello House by
Carl Zawatski. Both
are part of the community that gathers at
the Desert House of
Prayer. Carl introduced Kevin to Br.
David who was quick
Kevin
to see the potential of
Kevin becoming a volunteer at Poverello
House.
Kevin moved to Arizona from Chicago
five years ago. He has lived in Tucson
for the past two years. Volunteering is
not new to him. While living in Chicago
he came in contact with the Cristo Rey
Jesuit High School that is located on the
southwest side of the city. The school
was founded as a way to help low income students get an affordable college
preparatory education. For 11 years,
Kevin served as a full time volunteer
with the work-study program at the
high school.
If you visit Poverello House on a Friday,
you are likely to find Kevin there
“hanging out” with the guests. He also
provides lunch on Fridays. He said that
he has a couple of different menus but
one the men like best happens to be:
Spaghetti and Meatballs
Garden Salad
Hot Rolls

The Repaired Wall

Tiled Floor
The New Porch
Roof

The Organized Clothes
Shed

It just so happened that the Poverello
House Board met on March 17 which is
not only St. Patrick’s day but also the
birthday of James, our next door
neighbor. Above, members of the
Board gathered to sing “Happy Birthday” to him as he turned 96!

A FACELIFT FOR THE HOUSE
Several needed repair projects have
been undertaken in the past few
months coordinated primarily by
board member, Conrad (Brick) Wall.
Pictured below are the new roof over
the back door where the outside
clothes washer is located; the back
wall that had been in danger of caving in; the newly tiled floor in the
hallway and bathroom; and the remodeled clothes shed. Also repaired
but not pictured were the roof and
the pipes under the kitchen sink.
Most of the work was done by volunteers. By arrangement with the
owner, any repairs needed due to
the wear and tear of so many using
the house are paid for by Poverello
House. Any structural repairs are
the responsibility of the owner.
Everyone wins. The house is kept in
good repair and things function
properly for the staff and guests.

To learn more about Poverello House visit www.tucsonpoverello.com
Flower photos were provided by
friend of Poverello House,
Alan Krasofski

“What makes this place so wonderful is the staff and
getting to know the other guys. It is nice to know that
at least one day a week people are waiting to see you. It
is a place where I feel welcome and have made
friends.”
One Guest’s Observation About Poverello House
Poverello House
P.O. Box 50782
Tucson, 85703

Poverello House costs about $4000 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put right to use to help pay for
our rent, utilities, supplies, and food. Please use the enclosed envelope to make a tax-exempt donation (residents of Arizona can also
receive a tax credit).
Checks may be made payable to Poverello House.
Thank you.
Financially support the mission of
Poverello House.

Occasionally provide
lunch for Poverello
guests. The house is
open from Wednesday to Sunday.

The Poverello House newsletter is
printed with the generous support
of the Most Holy Trinity Catholic
Community in Tucson. Special
thanks to Fr. Tom, Eleanor Cole,
and the rest of the MHT staff.
Donate used or new

Volunteer Your Time.
A 4 hour shift, either
from 8 AM to 12 noon or
from 12 noon to 4 PM,
once a month, can make
a difference.

MEN’S clothing. The
items most frequently requested are SOCKS.
T-shirts, jeans, and comfortable underwear are
also welcome.

Special Need: Men’s
jeans/ pants sizes28-32

Want to help? Call Carl at 570-406-5300

