
 

     Serving others  
   In the                                                    

Franciscan Tradition,  
Poverello House  

provides  daytime hospitality for the 
homeless that includes opportunity for  
breakfast, lunch, laundry and showers, 

as well as clothing . 
 

 

POVERELLO HOUSE 
A welcoming place 
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THANK YOU MAETY FOR A DECADE OF SERVICE 

Dear Marty, 

 

I was already living in Arizona when you began helping our Pov-

erello House in Las Vegas in 2006-2007. I remember meeting you 

on my occasional visits to Nevada to check up on how things were 

going. Your friendliness and commitment to making our guests 

feel welcomed and appreciated really stood out for me. You served 

your position as one of our live-in volunteers with distinction, 

grace, and humility. 

 

After opening our Poverello House in Tucson in 2008, we were al-

ways looking for more live-in volunteers. By 2011, we asked you to 

make the move to Tucson. From the moment you arrived, you 

brought your expertise, good will, and caring to our guests and other volunteers. 

 

When you expressed your desire to move on from Poverello House, it was a disappointment. But I felt 

better when you told me you wanted to move close to Poverello House so you could continue to volun-

teer. I hope you will continue to come and help us as you are able. 

 

I speak for many friends of Poverello House when I say “Thank you, Marty, for your ongoing devotion 

to Poverello House and to the hundreds of guests who've come through our door to receive your heart-

felt hospitality.” 

With much respect, 
 

Yours in Christ and Francis,  

David Buer, ofm 

BR. DAVID—-AN UP-DATE 

 

Br. David's year-long assignment to the 48- 

year-old Franciscan Mission in Guaymas, So-

nora, Mexico will conclude at the end of Au-

gust.  He is looking forward to returning to the 

Tucson Diocese, to work in direct service to the 

poor and to be able to serve more regularly 

with the Poverello House board. 

GOOD NEWS: The Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of Tucson has recently approved a grant to Pov-

erello House that will provide jeans, backpacks and sneakers to our guests, pay for some needed renova-

tions and also allow for the replacement of worn-out furniture. Thank you, Bishop Kicanus and the 

Board of the Catholic Foundation. 
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It is a rather simple equation—

many loads of wash each week = a 

worn out washing machine! Recent-

ly one of the older clothes washers 

died. Repairing it would be difficult 

and costly, and in a short time, the 

staff would be faced with the same 

equation.  The cost of a new, high 

capacity, heavy duty washing ma-

chine was around $800 dollars. A 

message was sent out to some of our 

valued benefactors. Within a month, 

we were contacted by St. Patrick’s 

Catholic Community in Scottsdale. 

A daily mass attender heard that 

we were in need and contacted us 

through our web page. Within a 

week of the first contact, the new 

washing machine was purchased 

and installed. We also discovered 

that the machine that we wanted 

was on sale for over $200 off. It is 

nice that our guests can use the 

state-of– the-art, high-capacity 

heavy-duty machine.  

THANKS DUE TO THE FOLKS AT 

ST. PAT’S IN SCOTSDALE 

After our nine months in Guatemala in 1992-1993, our novitiate class was sent 

to our 7th St. House in Berkeley, CA.  While there, I volunteered at the winter 

shelter at St. Boniface in San Francisco.  Many times that winter I got to visit 

the Poverello House that was above the St. Anthony's Dining Room coordinat-

ed by our friar, Simon Scanlon.  It was a place of hospitality off of the streets, 

for the homeless to hang out for a few hours each evening, before trying to find 

a place on the streets to sleep. 
 

At that time, I learned about the Poverello House in Fresno, CA. It was found-

ed by a formerly homeless man who had come to Fr. Scanlon's Poverello House 

in the Tenderloin neighborhood of San Francisco, turned his life around, mar-

ried, and began a Poverello House in Fresno.  As far as I know, it is still in 

operation there.  I have heard of another Poverello House in Montana, but 

never have had any direct contact with it. 
 

Because 800 years ago the people of Assisi, and later throughout Italy, called 

St. Francis of Assisi "Il Poverello" (the little poor man). It is a term of endear-

ment for Franciscans throughout the world.  It implies a place where Francis-

can values of shared humanity, prayer, simplicity and hospitality can be 

found. 
 

In 1997, I was assigned to our friary in a poor neighborhood of Las Vegas.  The 

house across the street, owned by a friend of the friars, was being aban-

doned.  We approached him about using the house for a place of daytime hospi-

tality for homeless men.  Back in 1989, I had coordinated a 400-bed winter 

shelter for Catholic Charities and volunteered for the Catholic Worker there, 

so I was familiar with the great lack of basic services for the homeless in "Sin 

City." 
 

We opened our doors in Las Vegas in Dec. 1997, and we opened a second Pov-

erello House in Henderson, NV in 2002.  We friars moved out of Las Vegas in 

2004, but I continued to serve on the Board of Directors.  We closed the Las 

Vegas house in 2012, but our Henderson house remains open to this day. 
 

In 2005 I was assigned to San Xavier Mission in Tucson, and after several 

years it was clear that a Poverello House would be beneficial for our homeless 

friends in Tucson.  With a $5,000 donation and a matching grant of $5,000 

from the Poverello Houses in NV, we were able to open our Poverello House in 

Tucson in October 2008. 
 

And that's the story.... 

THE POVERELLO STORY    by Brother David Buer, ofm 
Welcome to the new live-in staff 

members at Poverello House. The 

tradition of gracious hospitality con-

tinues, thanks to Bill and Darren. 

Bill Quigley  

Darren Graybill 
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“FOOD – GLORIOUS FOOD” 

Among the many things that the guests at Poverello House look forward to on their day at the house, one 

that ranks very high, is that of the good food! Below is the menu for a typical breakfast that is ready and 

waiting when the guests arrive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Often, after finishing off the hot food served, the men will find their way 

back to the kitchen and fill up a large bowl of cereal and milk to complete 

their breakfast.)  

It is not only breakfast they enjoy and appreciate, a few of the men talked about the lunch menu they liked 

the most. One guest said he really liked it when Marty cooked porkchops. They were always delicious. An-

other talked about how much he enjoyed lunch when tacos or any Mexican food was served. A third was 

quick to point out that ham and sweet potato  casserole was his favorite. He was pleased to learn that was 

the menu to be served again on Easter Sunday. “Food - Glorious Food”  is one of the hallmarks of Poverello 

House’s ministry of hospitality.  

Pancakes (as many as they 

want!) 

Butter, Syrup, Hot Sauce 

Scrambled Eggs 

Toast and other miscellaneous 

breads and rolls  

Fresh Fruit (when available) 

Coffee and Juice 

Boxes of cereal 

A FAMILY AFFAIR 

Three generations of the Cotter family are 

now part of the monthly lunch preparation for 

Poverello House. The family began lunch do-

nations eight years ago as a way of honoring 

the late Jack Cotter who had, according to his 

son Colin, “devoted his entire life to faith, love 

and serving the needs of others.” For several 

years Colin served on the Poverello House 

board. While the needs of his growing family 

necessitated Colin’s leaving the board, the 

ministry and concern for the guests of Pov-

erello House on the part of the larger Cotter 

family continued. Coordinating the family ef-

fort is Jocelyn, the mother of Kathleen, Amy 

and Colin, mother-in-law of Jenny, and grand-

mother of 14-year-old  Sean —all of whom 

take turns in preparing the once-a-month 

lunch donation. Sean is the newest member of 

the Cotter family lunch crew. He helps his 

mother Kathleen prepare the lunch and ac-

companies her to deliver it.  It looks like the 

legacy of caring concern for the less fortunate 

engendered in the Cotter family by Jack lives 

on in the next generation of Cotters.  

PARTY TIME  

Poverello guests, volun-

teers, and board members 

gathered on March 30th for 

an appreciation dinner for 

Marty Bothee.  All enjoyed 

the good food—especially 

the famous brownies made by Marty—and valued the 

opportunity for good conversation.    



 

Poverello House 

P.O. Box 50782 

Tucson, 85703 

To learn more about Poverello House visit www.tucsonpoverello.com or visit us on FACEBOOK 

Our Wish List— 

 Your financial support for the mission of Poverello House. 

 Folks to occasionally provide lunch for Poverello guests. The house is open from Wednesday to Sunday. 

 Volunteers to spend time at Poverello.  A 4 hour shift, either from 8 AM to 12 noon or from 12 noon to 4 PM.  Once  a 

month, can make a difference. 
 Donations of used or new MEN’S clothing. The items most frequently requested are SOCKS,  T-shirts, jeans, and comforta-

ble underwear .   

Poverello House costs about $5000 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put right to 

use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies, and food. Please use the enclosed envelope to make a tax-exempt 

donation (residents of Arizona can also receive a tax credit).  

Checks may be made payable to Poverello House.  

Thank you.   

Want to help or have someone speak at your parish or group?  Call Tommy Bassett at 520- 727- 0014 

 

RAFFLE ITEMS 

NEEDED FOR 

OCTOBER 4TH 

DINNER 

Can you provide any of the following to make our October 4th raffle 

better than ever??? 

   Gift Cards—Certificates for a Service (hairdressing, dog grooming,       

    house cleaning, etc. etc.) 

Theater Tickets—Restaurant Certificates— Gift Baskets 

Use of a Vacation Spot 

If your answer is YES, contact Anne at 520-908-7239 or send her an 

e-mail at anne@tucsonpoverello.com 


