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THE CHICKEN
Over the past eleven years, we've had a lot of different extraordinary
events happen in Poverello House. One time, one of our regular guests
"lost it" and began accusing all our other guests of stealing his cell
phone. I offered to call him to see if it rang. I called, it rang, and his
cell phone was in his back pocket. He then went around and apologized
to each guest.
There was also the time some years ago that Rosie, Carl's faithful dog,
lined up for communion at mass in the courtyard, but I better go no
further on that story.
On a Friday in June of 2019, the house was full with about a dozen guests when a chicken was observed entering
the back yard and going into the clothing shed. After exploring the clothes, the chicken walked through the
backyard into the TV room. She must have liked what was on (probably old Gunsmoke episodes) because she
climbed up on the back of a chair for a while, to watch.
I was happy to hear that our guests did not panic but were quite hospitable to our chicken guest. Because we
have lots of wonderful volunteers who provide our lunches, I don't think there was any concern of someone considering her for lunch. The chicken hung out long enough for Darren to name her "Red."
Come to find out, one of our neighbors on the other side of the alley behind our house has chickens, and one of
them had gotten out. Eventually, the neighbor was alerted and came for our new chicken friend. Rick, one of
our volunteers, happened to take pictures of our chicken guest. Perhaps a framed photo of the chicken named
"Red" will end up on our wall.
David Buer, ofm

TAKING TIME TO SHARE

Serving in the Franciscan
Tradition, Poverello House of
Tucson is a homelike place of
welcome and a safe environment
providing daytime rest, food,
laundry facilities, showers, and
companionship for homeless men.

Recently, on each of the days the house was open, Br. David Buer, ofm,
and volunteer, John Nelson, osf, took the time to facilitate a circle discussion with the Poverello guests. The purpose of these half hour sessions was to share with the men the history of Poverello House and to
reflect upon the Franciscan Spirit that undergirds the house. It was
also an opportunity to get to know more about the guests. Fifty three
men participated in the sharing circles. The average length of time the
men have been coming to Poverello House is 5 years. For some, there
have been one or two interludes when they were off of the streets or
out of town. Yet, when they were in need again, they returned. The
age range of the guests was from 29 to 89 years old. The average age of
the guests is 53 years old.
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AN EVENING TO REMEMBER—OCTOBER 4, 2019

Special Raffle Drawn by
Caarl Zawaski & Edna Greene
Happy Diners
Carl with Chef John Bass and his crew

St. Frances Cabrini Hall was a great place to be on the evening of October 4th. One hundred seventy five people
attended the annual Poverello House fundraiser. A highlight of the evening was the presentation of the Poverello
Community Service award to Clinica Amistad, a free medical clinic serving the uninsured in Tucson. On hand to
accept the award were Fr. Ricardo, one of the founders of the clinic, and Larry Jagnow, Clinica Board President.
As well as being a hit socially, the evening proved to be a financial success, realizing $16,000 in support for Poverello House. Thanks to all who made it happen, attended the dinner, or financially supported it. Let’s do it again
in 2020.

THE POWER

2019 Poverello Community Service
Award
As noted above, the 2019 Poverello Community
Service Award was given to Clinica Amistad.
Each year this award is presented to an individual or organization that has given witness to values that are consistent with the spirit and mission of Poverello House. The mission of Clinica
Amistad is to provide free primary health care,
preventive services, and education to those in
need throughout the greater Tucson area. The
vision of Clinica is to operate an innovative heath
care center that improves and maintains the
health and well-being of the most vulnerable
members of our community. Many of the guests
of Poverello House have benefited from the services provided by the professional persons who
volunteer their services at this unique health
care center.

OF

NETWORKING

Recently, Br. Chuck Hannan, board members and
coordinator of Social Services at Grace St. Paul
Church, witnessed to the effectiveness of networking. Upon reading a thank you note from Clinica
Amistad he wrote: “Thank you for passing on the
note from Clinica Amistad. I spoke with them at the
fundraiser dinner and they followed through by
sending me a supply of brochures for Grace St.
Paul's Social Services ministry office. Just today I
had the opportunity to refer an uninsured person
enduring chronic medical conditions to them.”

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
Beginning about six month ago, Tucson Electrical
Power (TEP) became more than simply the company
providing electrical power to Poverello House. In April,
three members of their Tucson staff visited the house.
Since then, under the direction of Ryan Matchett, the
Community Action Team Chair at TEP, monthly
lunches have been provided for the guests at Poverello
House. Special thanks to him and to his co-workers,
Rigo Ramerez and Wendy Erica Werden, who have
also offered support for Poverello House.
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GOD’S DREAM FOR US
BY JEANETTE ARNQUIST
In the 13th Century, there was an old and very hungry wolf who had been terrorizing the people of Gubbio, a
small village in Umbria. The wolf was too old to hunt game so he began to take chickens and sheep, and according to some versions of the legend, children and elderly adults. The townspeople asked Francis to help. He
went out to meet the wolf, armed only with love. Francis made the sign of the cross over the wolf who laid down
at his feet. Francis considered the needs of both the wolf and the community. He discerned that the wolf just
needed to eat, while the people needed safety for themselves and their animals. Francis negotiated a deal – the
villagers promised to feed the wolf, and the wolf promised not to cause any more harm. Francis knew that his
God is the wolf’s God too.
Legend has it that when the wolf died two years later, they buried him and built a
church on the site. In 1872, when the church was being renovated, the skeleton of a
large dog or wolf was under the altar. Later, it was carbon dated to about 1200.
There are many things we can learn from this story. We can learn about restorative justice, non-violence, and the common good. (They are interrelated.)
Francis found a solution that promoted the common good. It was good for the wolf,
and it was good for the people of the village. When the wolf became a member of
the community, just like a pet dog, everyone benefited.
When we begin to believe that our generous God has provided enough good things
for everyone, we can get out of our competitive mindset that paints the world in
terms of “Us versus Them.” We can put away the idea that a win for our side implies a loss for the other. We can even put away the idea of different sides. At first,
we might only find ways to co-exist. Then we might be moved to try communication
and, therefore, understand the “other.” If we keep on this path, we might find some
common goals and move to cooperation. When we begin to experience win-win outcomes, we might even move on to collaboration and formation of community. That
is God’s dream for us.

What your donations provide for our homeless guests:
• WATER
It takes about $6000 to keep the house running each month. Our water bills are high (around $600
each month) because the house provides about 75 showers and loads of laundry each week. And because there is always a leak somewhere. In the summer our swamp coolers work overtime to provide
relief from the 105 – 110 degree heat, using even more water.
• ELECTRICITY
On the average it takes $250 a month to keep the lights on, the stove hot, and many other things running.
• GROCERIES
We spend about $250 to $300 on groceries and cleaning supplies each week. A $30 monthly donation
would pay for our coffee, $50 would buy the milk we go through each
month and $100 would ensure a supply of scrambled eggs at every breakTHE MONEY TRAIL
fast.
• RENT
An essential monthly payment of $1100 keeps our doors open.
In addition to all this there are other costs like cable, phone service, etc.,
etc., etc.
We would love it if you become a monthly donor, or quarterly donor. You
can set this up with your bank or with PayPal on our website,
www.tucsonpoverello.com, or you can just write a check each month.

Donate gently used or
new MEN’S clothing.

Support the
mission of
Poverello House
financially.

The items most frequently
requested are new SOCKS,
T-shirts, and jeans. Comfortable underwear are also
welcome.

Volunteer Your Time
A 4 hour shift, either from
8 AM to 12 noon or from
12 noon to 4 PM, once a
month, can make a
difference.

Become a Lunch Maker
Once a month provide
lunch for Poverello
guests. The house is open
from Wednesday to
Sunday.

Want to help? Go to tucsonpoverello.com or call Anne at 520-908-7239

Poverello House costs about $6000 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put right to
use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies, and food. Please use the enclosed envelope to make a tax-exempt
donation (residents of Arizona can also receive a tax credit). Checks may be made payable to Poverello House or
you donate on our secure web site tucsonpoverello.com

P.O. Box 50782
Tucson, 85703

To learn more about Poverello House visit www.tucsonpoverello.com or visit us on FACEBOOK

The welcoming aromas that greet the Poverello guests each morning include...

Bill and Tony, our house staff, cook a hearty breakfast by 8:00 am on Wednesday thru Sunday. It is much appreciated !

