
 

A welcoming place 
 

        Spring, 2020 

EASTER AND PANDEMIC 

As I write this from our friary in Efrida, AZ, in the SE corner of the state, it is 

the 4th Week of Easter in liturgical time.  According to the Church's liturgical 

year, we are in the middle of Easter.  But what we don't know, is if we are in the 

middle of the pandemic.  Using a baseball analogy, are we in the first innings, 

are we in the middle innings, or are we in the late innings of this Pandemic? 

Our board of directors realized in early March that we had to close the house for 

the safety of our guests, our staff and volunteers.  So we've been closed for almost 

two months, and we don't know when we might re-open.  We have decided that we 

will consult with City Officials, as to when we can re-open.  The City Council 

members realize that our homeless guests need the kind of services that we pro-

vide.  And we have been in discussion with them, how they can help us.  

We are looking at two possibilities to re-open.  One would be to partially re-open earlier, giving our regular guests at 

least two or three hours in the morning, perhaps serving breakfast outside with social distancing the chairs six feet 

apart. And perhaps only allowing one or two guests into the house at a time to wash their clothes and/or take a 

shower. The other idea is to wait until it is safe to allow us to ramp up to our regular services eight hours a day, five 

days a week to our registered guests, on the day they are assigned. 

 

These are also troubling economic times. We are so very grateful to all who have continued to support Poverello 

House financially. We depend on you to continue to journey with us as we look forward to our reopening so that, once 

again, Poverello House will be an “oasis day” off of the streets for our homeless brothers  
Yours in our Resurrected Lord. 

                    David Buer, ofm 

 

 

 

Serving in the Franciscan  

Tradition, Poverello House 

of Tucson is a homelike 

place of welcome and a safe 

environment providing day-

time rest, food, laundry fa-

cilities, showers, and  

companionship for homeless 

men.  

of Tucson 

Excerpts from a “Prayer for a Pandemic” by Cameron Bellm 
 

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose between 
preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those who have no safe place to go.  
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market remember 

those who have no margin at all.  
May we who settle in for quarantine at home remember those who have no home.  

As fear grips our country, let us choose to love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us find 

ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbor.  
Amen 
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LOTS OF ???? NO ANSWERS YET… 

When can we do it? How can we do it and be sure that it 

will be safe? Is there a way to do it and maintain social dis-

tancing? These were but a few of the questions that were 

discussed at the last Zoom.com meeting of the Poverello 

Board when discussing the reopening of the Poverello 

House. Other then the presence of Bill Quigley, and more 

recently Gary Deuter, who moved in to provide assistance 

and support to Bill during this time of “sheltering at home,” 

the house has been empty. Gary, who had been part of the 

crew that lived and worked at St. Francis Men’s shelter, 

was a Sunday volunteer at Poverello House for several 

months before it closed.  

Neither Bill nor Gary have been idle. They have been tak-

ing advantage of this down time to do a deep cleaning in 

the house.  The floors in the TV rooms and the walls in the 

kitchen have received a new coat of paint.  All chair cush-

ions have been cleaned and aired in the sunlight. Thanks to 

the owner, the needed repair on the roof has been done, and 

the sinking floor in the bathroom of the back house has 

been repaired. The storage and clothing sheds have been 

reorganized. We do not know when we will be able to wel-

come our guests back, but do know when they do arrive, the 

house will be sparkling.  

Isolation tents set up at The Z Mansion for  homeless 

people who test positive to the corona virus, 

CARE FOR THE HOMELESS IN A TIME OF 

PANDEMIC  

Many in Tucson know The Z Mansion on Church 

Street as a popular downtown wedding venue. 

What might not be known is that The Z Mansion 

doubles as a place of outreach serving the home-

less population of Tucson.  Early in March as the 

COVID 19 began to take hold, Pastor Thomas 

Hill and his wife Emeline developed a three-

phase plan to care for the homeless in this time 

of pandemic. As of early May, those in need of 

food or medical attention may go to The Z Man-

sion on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays. To 

assure a safe environment, social distancing is 

key. Chairs are placed 6 feet apart on both sides 

of the alley. Students in the University of Arizo-

na College of Medicine are stepping up to help. 

During each shift, students suit up in personal 

protective equipment, including gloves, medical 

masks and plastic face shields. Then they help 

serve meals, but also screen visitors — who are 

asked to remain 6 feet apart — for symptoms of 

COVID-19. Individuals with potential or suspect-

ed infection are isolated outdoors in tents on the 

property. These makeshift "wards" are staffed by 

University of Arizona medical students, who dis-

tribute food three times a day and monitor pa-

tients for worsening conditions. Currently, The Z 

Mansion is serving approximately 300 meals a 

week.  If the numbers needing attention grows, 

the plan is to to increase the number of days that 

service and food are provided.  

EVEN THE SMALL THINGS HELP 

In early April, Bill Quigley, with hope and concern for his broth-

ers on the street, presented the Board with a proposal for re-

opening the house with social distancing and much sanitizing. 

After careful consideration, the Board knew it was too soon. The 

reflection on the Zoom meeting moved to the question: We can-

not yet open but is there anything we can do? Br. David proposed 

that we consider supporting The Z Mansion by providing “sack 

sacks” that could be distributed to the homeless people who visit 

there. After further discussion, a plan was developed. Br. David 

would consult with Pastor Tom Hill at Z Mansion. If he agreed, 

non-perishable food would be bought at Costco keeping the cost 

close to the amount budgeted for weekly shopping if the house 

were open. Bill and Gary would be asked to prepare the bags to 

be delivered each Saturday to The Z Mansion by one of the 

Board members.  A "snack sack" consists of individually 

wrapped cookies, crackers, and candy that fills a small paper 

sack. For the past several weeks, 150 brown bagged snacks have 

been delivered to the Z Mansion porch and picked up for distri-

bution on Sunday, the day when the largest number of homeless 

people come there. It may not be everything, but it is something 

at a time when anything we can do will make a difference.  
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VERY GOOD NEWS:  

The Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of Tucson 

has again approved a grant to Poverello House that will 

provide backpacks, shoes, used jeans, new underwear, 

socks and T-shirts for our guests.  It also includes $1000 

for emergency appliance replacement. Thank you, Bishop 

Weisenburger and the Board of the Catholic Foundation. 

Once again, we want to express our appreciation to the 

Order of Malta for their generous grant in support of 

the operational costs for Poverello House. The mission of 

the Order of Malta is to minister to the sick and the poor 

that live amongst us. For the past ten years, the work of 

Poverello House has been supported by the Order of Mal-

ta. We are so very grateful. 

Poverello House would not exist without the generous 

support of many—grant organization, major donors, 

monthly sustaining donors, and all who share their time, 

talent and financial support. And, so we say: 

Thank You   Thank You   Thank You! 

POINTS WORTH PONDERING 
 

Jeanette Arnquist has been a member of the Poverello Board 

for the past seven years. Prior to moving to Tucson, she 

worked for the Diocese of San Bernardino, in administering 

justice and peace ministries.  Occasionally she writes for the 

Inland Catholic.  We plan to make her Points Worth Ponder-

ing as a regular feature.  
  

My experience the other day was not unique.  I’m sure you 

have had similar experiences, maybe every time you drive 

through a busy intersection or freeway on ramp. 

There was this presumably homeless guy.  I’ve seen him be-

fore.  He was usually holding up a sign asking for help.  He 

was old and in a wheel chair, propelling himself forward with 

his toes a few inches at a time.  In one hand he had a cane, so 

apparently he can get around at least a little on his own.  In 

the other hand was a leash and at the end of it, a dog who 

was being rather uncooperative.  He had just crossed the 

main street that I was preparing to turn onto.  He was trying 

to position himself on the corner and probably hold up his 

sign asking for help.  Partly because of the dog, he was hav-

ing a hard time getting into the place he wanted to be without 

rolling into the street.  Finally, he had success, and then, he 

made the sign of the cross.  Somehow this touched my heart. 

What are we called to do when we are presented with a street 

corner appeal? 

I have been involved in some kind of homeless ministry going 

back to 1990 and I am not afraid of homeless people, still I 

almost never give them money.  Other people do, and I don’t 

see anything wrong with that, except that in my case, I don’t 

have enough money to do this in a consistent way.   

I remember a story that Bishop Dennis O’Neil told.  When he 

was in LA he encountered a man asking for money at an in-

tersection.  Bp. O’Neil, dressed in his clerical suit, did what 

probably most of us do in that situation.  We look at our 

phone, check our watch, fiddle with the car radio, in other 

words, do anything except look at the homeless person.  The 

guy walked up to the car and banged on the window and said 

“Hey Priest!  You don’t have to give me anything but at least 

don’t ignore me.  Look at me, acknowledge that I am here!” 

So here is what I recommend.  First, look at the person, smile 

and give a wave.  If you are disinclined to give money, but 

want to give something, keep a supply of non-perishable 

snacks and or bottled water or even a pack of new socks 

handy in your car.  Keep it where you can reach it when 

you’re driving so that when you are stopped for that red light, 

you can easily hand out something.  And equally important, 

remember that that person is a child of God, just like you.  

The reason why that person is on the street is probably just 

as complex as the reason you are not.   

Whether you choose to help the person on the corner or not, 

make generous donations to organizations that provide shel-

ter, meals and other services to homeless people.  Volunteer 

with these organizations.  Find out what your faith communi-

ty is doing to support homeless persons or other people in 

need.  If they is no ministry to the poor, then approach the 

leadership and help organize something. 

HELLO FROM DARREN  

As many will remember, Darren Graybill had served as Poverello 

House Staff. Last June he decided to begin a new chapter in his life 

as a substitute teacher in Tucson Unified School District.  

 After having worked at The Poverello House for 

over two years, I recently had the opportunity to volunteer 

for several weeks. I started volunteering just prior to the 

unfortunate, temporary, community-wide "shut-down" of 

social services due to the outbreak of Covid-19. 
 

 Volunteering was a great experience! It reminded 

me of how amazing The Poverello House (aka "The Povo") 

is! I re-connected with Bill, guests, other volunteers, and 

Board Members. I felt as if I was returning home to family 

after a long absence.  
 

 All of our lives have been disrupted as a result of 

the Corona Virus. I had fallen into a comfortable, predict-

able teaching routine with TUSD -- when, suddenly, the 

virus altered all of our daily lives.  
 

 I am amazed by the dedication and commitment 

of Povo staff, volunteers, and Board Members. They truly 

agonized over having to temporarily close the Povo. 
 

 I have no doubt that when things return to nor-

mal, the Povo will re-open better than ever before! 
 

 I will see you all soon, because, for me, volunteer-

ing at the Povo is good for My Soul, and because I truly 

miss the guests and all the people who make the Povo the 

best home in Tucson! 
 

 Take care, be safe, and God Bless! 

Darren Graybill 

 

 



Poverello House 

P.O. Box 50782 

Tucson, 85703 

 

Poverello House costs about $6000 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put right 

to use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies, and food. Please use the enclosed envelope to make a tax-

exempt donation (residents of Arizona can also receive a tax credit). Checks may be made payable to Poverello 

House or you may donate on our secure web site tucsonpoverello.com 

LOOKING BACK AND FORWARD TOO 

 

    I’ve been asked to write about my experiences 

with Poverello House over the past few years, and 

why I continue to volunteer at the house. I guess I 

should begin at the beginning. 

    Years ago, I was volunteering with the soup pa-

trol, and that is how I met Brother David. He 

talked about the opening of Poverello house and 

needing furniture for it. We had a double recliner 

and donated it. 

    To make a long story short, I began volunteering 

the first year it opened. Carl worked there and did 

amazing renovations on the inside.  

    When I was retired, I felt I needed to do more 

than stay home, and Brother David needed help-

ers.  Why not try it? I did and I enjoyed it. 

    I’ve always felt it was important to volunteer 

where help was needed. And over the years, I con-

tinue to volunteer at Poverello House off and on. 

I’ve had to stop because of medical issues with ei-

ther myself or my husband, but once things 

straighten out, I will go back to volunteering there 

again. I enjoy interacting with the men who use 

the facilities. They have interesting stories, some 

could even write a book. 

    I feel like a fraud just sitting around and listen-

ing, but it must be what some of them need, or 

they wouldn’t talk. It’s also what I need. They help 

me to be more thankful to the Lord for what He 

has given me. I don’t know about you, but some-

times I just take for granted everything I have. 

These gentlemen remind me that, but for the grace 

of God, I could be where they are. Pretty selfish 

Huh? I truly feel like I get much more from them 

than I give, and that’s why I keep going back. 

Poverello Volunteer, 

Cecilia (Mike) Ruder 

SAVE THE DATE (We hope!) 

October 4th is the Feast of St. Francis, and it is our tradition to celebrate it with our annual fund-raising dinner. 

Due to the corona virus, the months ahead hold many unknowns. Whatever the circumstance, we will find a way 

to celebrate the feast day — either with our traditional dinner or in some other creative way, and we will invite 

you to join us in doing so.  

STAY TUNED! 

NEVER TOO MANY SOCKS 

Have you ever noticed an add on TV for 

the purchase of Bombas Socks? In pro-

moting their product, they say that for 

every pair of socks sold, they will do-

nate a pair to a homeless shelter. A few 

months back, a board member sent a 

letter of inquiry to Bombas. Much to 

our delight, in the near future, Poverello House will be 

receiving 1000 pair of Bombas socks! We are sure they 

will be much appreciated by our guests who literally 

“walk their socks off” each day.   

SPECIAL THANKS DUE 

Support for the mission of Poverello House comes from 

many different sources. We are especially grateful for the 

assistance we are receiving as part of the Community Giv-

ing Program at Tucson Electric Power. When our lunch 

program is up and running, a team from TEP makes and 

delivers lunch to Poverello House once a month. A grant 

covering the cost of the food was provided by the parent 

company of TEP and sent to Poverello House. We, in turn, 

purchased Fry’s cards and brought them to the TEP head-

quarters in Tucson. The team at TEP does the rest. The 

help from TEP does not stop there. As indicated by the 

logo below, they are also providing in-kind support by 

printing this newsletter. Thank you TEP! 

 


