A welcoming place
of Tucson
Spring, 2022

Serving in the Franciscan
Tradition, Poverello House of
Tucson is a homelike place of
welcome and a safe environment
providing daytime rest, food,
laundry facilities, showers, and
companionship for homeless men.

LONG TERM RELATIONSHIPS
A clue to my dedication to the mission of Poverello House can
be found in my family background. My mom's parents were
born, raised and married in the little mountain hamlet of
Tribalj, Croatia. They married in 1906, moved to St. Louis,
MO by 1909. In 1917, they moved across the Mississippi River
to Granite City, IL. My mom's oldest sister, Emily, lived over
90 years in Granite City! My mom was the 7th and final
child, born in 1932 when Grandma was 42 and Grandpa was
50. My mom and dad first met in 1947, dated for four years,
married in 1952 and had been married 66 years, when dad
died in 2018. They had a wondrous love. In April, mom turns
90!

During the 1950s and early 1960s, all of our family lived in Granite City, all the aunts, uncles, grandparents and cousins. By the late 1960s, cousins began moving around the country, but for the most part over
these many decades now, we all keep in touch. Growing up there, I witnessed the love shown through hospitality within our extended family.
That background is probably part of the inspiration for Poverello House. For our homeless friends who
sleep outside and have "nowhere to lay their head", we offer a respite. Rest is an important part of our hospitality. Then there's the practicalities. We offer a bathroom, shower and clothes-washing machines. Before Covid, we had two TV rooms and a nap room. During Covid, we've moved all of our services outside,
including an outdoor shower. We look forward to the day when we can allow our guests back indoors.
Many of our guests have been coming for years—they know us, and we know them. Also part of our hospitality is to welcome newcomers into the Poverello House community. We try to keep rules at a minimum,
but we do enforce those that are necessary. And occasionally, we must ask a guest to leave because of disruptive behavior. But we do believe in giving people second chances in the hope that over time, we can win
them over to comply with our rules and enjoy our hospitality.
We are in our 14th year of offering hospitality and with some of our guests, we have been in a long-term
relationship. Others are recent arrivals to the streets, but all are welcomed at Poverello House. We've had
hundreds of different homeless guests since 2008, and we give God thanks for each of them, hoping they
experienced a little bit of the love that God has for them.
It's been said that a mother's love is the closest we come in this world to God's all-encompassing love for
each of us. Happy Birthday, Mom!
Br. David Buer, ofm
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INTRODUCING A NEW BOARD MEMBER AND A DEDICATED VOLUNTEER

Jerry Ledesma joined the Poverello Board
three months ago. He is a native Tucsonan,
having lived here his entire life. A graduate of
the University of Arizona, Jerry has worked in
the insurance industry for forty-five years. He
and his wife Vivienne have
been married for forty-two
years and have two adult
sons, Joey and Stevie. Two
wonderful granddaughters
have also enriched their family life.
Jerry Ledesma

In 2011, Jerry participated in
the JustFaith Program at Most Holy Trinity
Parish. When reflecting on that experience, Jerry stated “it transformed my life!” Since then,
he has been volunteering at Casa Alitas, doing
prison ministry through the Kolbe Society, and
serving as a support person for the Jesuit Volunteer Corps. Jerry has also volunteered for
over forty years as a coach/mentor for various
youth sports programs.
When asked about his motivation for accepting
the invitation to join the Poverello Board, Jerry
explained: “I want to be able to help the evergrowing homeless population in Tucson and the
wonderful community that is providing love and
help for them.” Welcome Jerry!
Recently, Bill Quigley noted that he has received calls
from folks who had supplied lunch in the past. Given
the fact that we are continuing to provide services in
the yard, we are not yet planning to provide lunches.
Rather, if you would like to bring something for the
men to enjoy, heathy protein snacks are always welcome. We recommend that they be store bought, individually wrapped, and easily portable in a backpack.
Some suggestions include:

~

Chicken/Tuna --cans with pull tab lids--pouches
with single servings--pouches with salad making
content.
~ Any type of Meat Jerky
~ Protein Bars
~ Trail Mix in Small Containers
~ Peanut Butter Squeeze Packs
~ Nut butters
~ Sabra Classic Hummus with Pita Chips
~ Vienna sausage.
~ Individual Fresh Fruit Cups
~ Cheese sticks
Many of these suggestions would also work as food to
keep in your car to give to folks along the way. If you
plan to bring something to Poverello House, it is best
to call the house (520 624 0589) or send an email
povohouse@gmail.com.

Dennis Shannon was born and raised in the Bay Area in California, near Oakland. As an adult, he joined the Marine Corps and
lived in various places around the country, but spent most of his
service years at Camp Pendleton near San Diego. Being based in
Southern California, he did a lot of work in the Mojave and Sonoran
deserts and found that he liked the desert very much. Following the
Marine Corps, he moved to Minneapolis and Detroit for work, then
finally settled in Spokane WA. After seven years there, he came to
Tucson in 1999 and has lived here since.
Dennis has a son, two daughters and a stepson, all of whom are
grown and are raising families of their own. He has been blessed
with eleven grandchildren.
His concern for social justice led him to volunteer at Casa Maria
Catholic Worker House seventeen years ago. There he came to know
about Poverello House through brief interactions with Brother David. Dennis explained that it was “especially through his good friend
John Nelson” that he learned about Poverello. When there was
need for triage volunteers during the pandemic, Dennis decided he
could help in that capacity. According to Dennis:”It was a strange
activity during a strange time.” When triage was no longer necessary, a new opportunity arose for him to begin "working in the
yard."
When commenting on his experience at Poverello House, Dennis
explained:
I have come to appreciate this volunteer work; handing out meals,
fetching socks and underwear, organizing the clothes shed. But, as
John mentioned to me several years ago, there is opportunity to interact with the guests at Poverello House on a personal basis. I believe
this is where the heart of volunteer work at Poverello House lies.
Each person who comes to Poverello House has their own background and perspective. Sometimes it is challenging to know which
person wants to interact and who would prefer to be left alone. However, everyone has something to teach me and I try to stay open to
every opportunity.
One thing I would share concerning living on the streets is that it is
much more difficult, much more dangerous, and much more tenuous
than we think. Each person living with no place to rest their head
must be regarded with respect, despite the circumstances.
I try to keep in mind the perspective
expressed by Saint Vincent De Paul:
"We are the servants of the
poor...they are our masters, and the
more difficult they become, the

more unjust and insulting they
are, the more love we must give
them. It is for our love alone that
the poor will forgive us for the
bread we give them."

Dennis Shannon (on right) conversing with a guest at Poverello.
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WELCOME BACK!

Many may remember that in the
Summer of 2019, Darren Graybill.
who had served as one of the live-in
staff persons for two years, decided
to resign that position. His plan was
to do substitute teaching for the UniDarren Graybill fied School System of Tucson. While
quite successfully pursuing that goal, his heart was
still at Poverello House where he volunteered each
Sunday. When the staff position became available
again in December, Bill Quigley playfully asked Darren to “move back in.” After careful discernment,
Darren submitted an application to the search committee. He was interviewed along with four others
and, not surprisingly, was the person selected for the
job. We are delighted to welcome Darren back to his
“old” position.
A SURPRISE WAS DISCOVERED

On February 24th, folks at Poverello House learned
that Natasha had given birth! She had been living
with her 8 babies under the boxes in the storage
shed. Poverello House’s neighbor, Colleen, had been
feeding Natasha for a few days when she noticed that
she had given birth – somewhere. You probably have
figured out that Natasha is a cat. She was a socialized
community cat without a home.
Colleen was sure that Natasha was holed up somewhere in Poverello House’s back yard. She had tried
to come over to check earlier, but we were
closed. Then she saw the cat head into our back
yard. With the help of some of the guests and volunteers, enough boxes were moved to find Natasha and
the kittens. Unfortunately, 3 of the kittens had died,
but 5 were alive and healthy. They were all rescued
and are now in permanent homes. New guests are not
uncommon at Poverello House, but they are never
small and very vulnerable. Colleen’s concern and helpfulness with the shed visitors was much appreciated.

Dispatch from the Streets of Tucson
By Jeanette Arnquist
Every major intersection and freeway ramp seems to
have a person asking for help. As you drive around
Tucson, you will see camp after camp. And of course,
there is Santa Rita Park, where the city of Tucson apparently does not mind letting homeless people camp
and use the restrooms. It was recently reported that
there are 529 homeless encampments in the City of
Tucson.
Poverello House has a postal box at a little post office
branch in a strip mall. On the east wall of the lobby,
there is an electrical outlet. On weekends when the
box lobby is open, but few people are present, I have
often seen a homeless person enjoying the heat in winter or the air conditioning in the summer. The person
was relaxing on the floor while their cell phone
charged. A month ago, I noticed that the outlet has
been blocked off. A small mercy has been denied.
Last month, I was one of a team doing Soup Patrol* at
the Santa Cruz church parking lot. A little woman
made her way to us in her wheel chair, propelling herself with one foot. She told us that since she had lost
the place where she had been living, she had found a
new place behind a dumpster. She was comfortable,
she said, with one blanket to lie on, one to use for a
pillow, and one to use for a cover. And she had a little
dog which acted as a heater. She was grateful that
she still had one good leg, so she could get around,
even if it took a lot of time.
What do homeless people need? They need food. They
need bathrooms. They need a way to clean up. They
need a place to charge their phones. They need
homes. More than anything else, they need homes.
When you see a homeless person asking for help, try
not to judge. Allow your heart to be broken. You
don’t know the story. Acknowledge the humanity of
the person. If possible, especially in bad weather,
have food in the car that you can hand out, maybe
even just bottled water. (see list on page two) Support
charitable organizations that provide help. Volunteer.
Donate. And most importantly, work for more compassionate and just policies. You may not be able to do
everything, but you can do something!
*Soup Patrol is a ministry of Most Holy Trinity Parish
that provides hot soup and hot chocolate every night
from November through March. There are three designated stops and a very well organized team of ninety
or so people who fill up the volunteer calendar.

Natasha being a good mother in the Poverello shed
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Each week a volunteer
shopper for Poverello
House gets a list of items
needed for the House
from Bill Quigley and
heads off to Costco. The
weekly shopper frequently makes a stop at a Dollar Store too. Thanks to
our team of shoppers: Br.
David Buer, Kim Dickinson, Karen Gove, Suzanne Machain, Vicki
Myers, and Conrad
(Brick) Wall.

Support for the mission of Poverello
House comes from many different
sources. We are especially grateful
for the assistance we are receiving as
part of the Community Giving Program at Tucson Electric Power

The Catholic Foundation of the Diocese
of Tucson has again approved a grant to Poverello House that will provide furniture, appliances (if needed) and sneakers for our guests.
Thank you, Bishop Weisenburger and the Board
of the Catholic Foundation.

Br David and Bill unloading the car
after a trip to Costco.

SAVE THE DATE
OCT. 4, 2022

According to the webpage for Bombas, socks,
underwear, and t-shirts are the #1, #2, and #3
most requested clothing items in homeless
shelters, respectively.In keeping with their
mssion, Bombas has donated more than 50
million essential clothing items that were specifically designed to help meet the needs of
those experiencing street homelessness. Poverello House is one of the Bombas recipients and our guests are very grateful.

ANNUAL DINNER
The event planning group is busy
again working out the details for another memorable event.
Hopefully we will be together again
in October.

If you would like to donate an
item for the raffle, please contact: Anne Reissner, 520 908 7239
aereissner@comcast.net
(new items valued $50 +)

A special thanks to the generous residents in the
community of Fairwinds Desert Point in Oro
Valley. Folks there lent helping hands to prepare Christmas gift bags for the Poverello House
guests. The group at Fairwinds also gathered to
pack bags of candy for Valentine's Day. Thanks
to their donations of candy and time, sixty
homeless men enjoyed sweet treats.

Poverello House costs about $9000 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put
right to use to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies, and food. Please use the enclosed envelope to make a
tax-deducable donation (residents of Arizona can also receive a tax credit). Checks may be made payable to
Poverello House or you donate on our secure web site tucsonpoverello.com
Poverello House
P.O. Box 50782
Tucson, 85703

To learn more about Poverello House visit www.tucsonpoverello.com.

