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I t l Each January I have the privilege of signing a few
=N hundred thank you letters to many of our donors
S . who have contributed the previous year. For me,
erving in the Franciscan . . . . e e
Tradition, Poverello House of signing these letters is a time of appreciation and
Tucson is a homelike place of prayer. And we have much to be thankful for when

welcome and a safe environment I recall 2022.
providing daytime rest, food,

laundry facilities, showers, and | After several years of our Capital Campaign, which
companionship for homeless men. . .
started before Covid-19, we were successful in pur-

chasing a new larger house. But we have some ma-
Jjor renovation work to do before we can move into it. Our hope is that we'll be
ready to move into it by this summer. So this, our 15th year, we'll still be in our
"Pumpkin" colored house for a few more months. As we get closer to opening our
new house at 267 Blacklidge, we'll send out the details with the date of our transi-
tion from Lee St. And, at some point, we'll host an open house so folks can see the
new house.

My hope, my dream for Poverello House this coming year is that we have a smooth
transition to the new house enabling us to get back to a more normal operation as
we had before Covid-19. In August of 2020, we partially reopened the yard, for only
6 hours per day. Just a couple of months ago, we were able to re-open the house for
our guests. Now we have two TV rooms available once again, and an indoor bath-
room/shower.

After we are open at our new site, we envision other possibilities for our guests. We
will have a meeting space for such activities as an AA meetings, optional Bible
Study; social worker and healthcare visits.

We are getting close to our dream of a new house. We are grateful for all the sup-
port we've received this past decade and a half. Please use the enclosed envelope, to
donate if you can. With your continued support, we know that 2023 will be a good
year for the new Poverello House.

Br. David Buer, ofm
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The Blessing of
Poverello’s
Future Home

On December 4th, Board members
and supporters joined Deacon Hank
Krzysik for the blessing of the fu-
ture Poverello home. Hank, the ar-
chitect working with us, is an or-
dained Catholic deacon serving at
Our Mother of Sorrows Parish in
Tucson.

Remodel/Addition Rendering

W

* RemodeV/Addition FloorPlan _ PRELIMINARY ONLY

Existing Living Area - 1,300.00 Square Feel NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
Now Addions - S558SQUaFoel et s meveem e
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Michelle and Patrick Rindler while visiting New York

For the past several months, Patrick Rindler
has been volunteering at Poverello House and
providing helpful support to the Board. Patrick
grew up in a suburb of Chicago, with parents
he described as being “great”. Professionally, he
worked in tech and enterprise software for Mi-
crosoft, Boeing, and SAP. He is also a private
pilot and flew single engine, high performance,
and seaplanes. Reflecting on that experience,
he states: “The good Lord has kept me here
even after jumping out of airplanes three
times.”

Patrick is no stranger to the world of people in
need. For over twelve years he has volunteered
with non-profits dealing with homelessness and
food security. Among other things, he helped to
establish a program that coordinated the collec-
tion of unused restaurant food for distribution
to food banks in Denver.

After visiting Tucson and Oro Valley four years
ago and “falling in love with the place”, he and
his wife bought a place in Oro Valley. They are
here for the winter and maintain their home in
Colorado as a summer residence. While here
they attend St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic
Parish in Oro Valley. Having an interest in
serving others, Patrick asked the pastor, Fa-
ther John Arnold, where there were people suf-
fering and in need of help. St Mark’s is one of
many parishes that support Poverello House.
Since then on Wednesday morning, you will
find Patrick along with Bill and Darren, setting
up, cleaning, and serving the guests at Pov-
erello House. When asked to share something
about his impression of Poverello House, he
responded: “Serving our brothers in need is a
privilege. Truly seeing them, listening, and
showing them without judgement that someone
cares is a gift.”

WHAT A FEW GUESTS ARE SAYING

While volunteering at the house, Patrick Rindler
had an opportunity to talk to four guests about
their experience at Poverello House. They gave per-
mission to share their remarks.

How long have they been coming to Poverello?
Guest: Joe- 4 years

Guest: Perry- 12 years

Guest: Mike-12 years

Guest: Richard 2+ years

What do they think is the best thing about Pov-
erello? Or, why do they come?

Joe: “Food and to get clean.”

Perry: “I can use bathroom, wash clothes, and shower.”
Mike:” I get good food and do laundry.”

Richard: “Food, shower, laundry, and hygiene.”

What would they like people to know about the
house?

Joe: “Here you never need to be ashamed about what
you are, that’s why I like coming here.”

Perry: “Safe place to come to and PV folks are helpful.”

Mike: “ This place has a shower and I can get a change
of clothes.”

Richard: “Good place to stay during the day, helpful for
transition services.”

Anything else you would like to add?.
Joe: “you guys are great.”

Perry: “God bless the PV house.”

Mike: “I would not really change anything.”

Richard: “everything is great.”

CONDOLENCES

Recently we learned that, after a lengthy illness,
Slim (Norbet) Schlimgen died. Both Rae Jean and
Slim have been long time supporters of Poverello
House. Rae Jean has given her time and expertise as
a proof reader for our publications. We send condo-
lences to the Schlimgen family.
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MANY THANKS TO:

e Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Tucson for their generous Christmas gifts. Each of the
guests and our staff received a $25 gift card for Walmart due to the caring folks at Corpus
Christi.

e The Catholic Foundation of Tucson for their generous continued support. Grant money
made it possible for the guests to receive warm hoodies and new walking shoes along with the
gift cards.

e The Midwest Food Bank for their donations of snacks and drinks monthly.
e St. Mark’s Parish in Oro Valley for donations totaling over $1,000.

e Suzanne Machain for her past service as board member and secretary. She and her husband,
Joe, are now engaged in JustFaith leadership at St. Thomas Newman Center at the U of A.

COMING ATTRACTION—AN ONLINE RAFFLE

Thanks to a generous donor, we are announcing a

Web Raffle

Of beautiful Mata Ortiz pottery and
original watercolors.

Between January 31 and February 13, 2023
Tickets are $10 each

Winners will be drawn on Valentine’s Day

e

THERE’S STILL TIME!

Arizona taxpayers can claim a tax credit of $400 for an individual or $800 for a couple on their
2022 state taxes for donations made before April 15, 2023. QCO # 20503

Poverello House, P.O. Box 50782, Tucson, Tucson, 85703 — tucsonpoverello.com

Poverello House costs about $8000 a month to operate. Any donation that you can contribute will be put right to use
to help pay for our rent, utilities, supplies, and food. Please use the enclosed envelope to make a tax-deductible
donation. Checks may be made payable to Poverello House or you may donate on our secure website

tucsonpoverello.com




