
 

 

A Welcoming Place 
         Spring 2024 

Serving in the Franciscan  

Tradition, Poverello House of 

Tucson is a homelike place of 

welcome and a safe environment 

providing daytime rest, food, 

laundry facilities, showers, and  

companionship for men experi-

encing homelessness. 

OUR HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 
 
If all continues to go well with our renovations, we hope to reopen Poverello House in late Spring.  
 
As many of you are aware, the particular charism we bring with our 15 years of service, is hospitality.  
Poverello House offers daytime hospitality for persons who are homeless. It is NOT a drop-in center.  It is 
NOT a soup kitchen. Both are a significantly different ministry than we offer.  We provide limited hospi-
tality to a limited number of invited guests who are assigned a designated day of the week to come. 
 
 As we move toward opening on Blacklidge Drive, the board is considering inviting women to utilize the 
house one or two days a week.  If a decision is made to do this, for the time the women are there, no men 
would be on the premises. Just as the men have enjoyed in the past, the women would receive all of the 
same opportunities for personal care and relaxation while at the house. Soon, some board members and I 
will visit with our allies who also offer important services for our brothers and sisters on the streets of 
Tucson. We'll be in discernment with them [Grace St. Paul, the Catholic Worker, Sr. Jose's, Z Mansion, 
and others] about this question. 
 
Initially, our main effort will be to re-establish our limited hospitality that once a week offers our guests an 
eight-hour day off of the streets.  Each day we're open, we have a different group of guests who are as-
signed to that day.  They can wash their clothes, take a shower, eat a good breakfast and lunch, take a nap, 
watch TV and relax.  We call it their "oasis day" away from the stress of the streets. 
 
Long term, we will offer this limited hospitality in a consistent way that allows some of our guests to 
move on permitting us to welcome new guests as we have done since 2008.  Also, we will deepen our ef-
forts to be a good neighbor in our new neighborhood.  We are grateful to already have much support with 
the local neighborhood association. Hopefully, as time goes by, others who are concerned will recognize 
that Poverello House is having a positive impact on the neighborhood. 
 
For the next few months, we'll be transitioning into our new home. We will then settle into our old routine 
of providing limited hospitality.  I am now 70 and I am not the oldest person on our board of directors.  As 
we move forward, we will continue to invite others to help us with volunteering, managing, and raising 
funds for our ongoing work.  Your donations of what is called, "time, talent, and treasure" are most wel-
comed and appreciated.  We are especially grateful to those who have supported us in the spirit of St. 
Francis of Assisi over the last decade and a half. 
                             

Yours in Christ and Francis, 

David Buer, ofm  
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Julia Lindburg and Spencer 
             
Julia Lindburg recently became a member of the Board of Directors. She 

was born and raised in Tucson. The youngest of eleven children, she cred-

its her social awareness to her parents “who were great examples of volun-
teerism and faith, doing work in our schools, with St, Vincent de Paul, Mo-

bile Meals and many other organizations.” In the early 2000’s. Julia met Br. David while vol-

unteering with the Soup Patrol as a parishioner at Most Holy Trinity Parish. When Br. David 

established Poverello House in 2008, she began to support it through donations.  At that 

time her work schedule prohibited her from volunteering. Recently, she retired having spent 

34 years as an educator in parochial and public schools in Tucson.  

 

Julia has a special interest and love for dogs. Now that she is no longer working full-time, 

she has taken on the responsibility of dog training! It is not surprising that she and her dog, 

Spencer, volunteer as a therapy team, visiting schools and nursing homes on a weekly basis. 

 

As a member of the Poverello Board, Julia has expressed an interest in working with folks 

who volunteer for the various needs of the house. Given all that she learned as a profession-

al educator, she feels that she can “best help Poverello House with structuring volunteer op-
portunities and trainings, and assisting in any other way I can.” We are fortunate to have her 
as a member of the Board of Directors as we move forward with the opening of the new 

house and welcome back many who volunteered in the past as well as welcome new volun-

teers.  

 

 Patricia Manning 
Patricia Manning, the newest member of the Poverello Board of Directors, was 

born in Ft. Bliss, El Paso, TX, to an Irish Catholic, military family. When speaking 

of her upbringing, Pat explained “I'm grateful for the diverse cultural exposure our 
itinerant life provided me around the US and abroad, and for the early immersion in 
Vatican II-inspired teachings and ministries afforded by my Saturday Catechism 
classes and teen Catholic Youth Organization. That formation and the hands-on op-
portunities to serve with different communities—most impactfully for me, among mi-
grant families in Central Florida--convinced me of the importance of working collabo-
ratively with distressed communities for social justice, in accompaniment, service, 
and advocacy for a more just, nonviolent world.” Pat did graduate studies at the 

University of Arizona in Comparative Politics (major) and Political Philosophy 

(minor). Professionally, after spending five years working in Central America as part 

of the organization Witness for Peace, she has worked in various roles as an academic professional in a wide 

variety of socially meaningful grants with underserved communities.  
 

While visiting Tucson from Nicaragua in the 1980s, Pat became one of the founding members of Fr. Ricardo's 

Community of Christ of the Desert-- and has been a member ever since. It was that connection that led to 

her meeting Br. David and becoming aware of the establishment of Poverello House. Other organizations that 

she had supported and volunteered with include the Owl &Panther refugee organization, Clínica Amistad, 

BorderLinks, Casa Alitas, Alternatives to Violence (AVP)-USA, and prison ministry through Catholic Social 

Services.  

Pat feels that her perspective and analytical skills will be her most significant contribution to the Board. 

When asked about this, she responded: “I am both compassionate and analytical by nature, and driven to 

seek to understand how to respond most effectively to challenges at hand. My mind automatically tends to 

seek connections up and down scales of analysis, from individual to structural, to discern relevant contextual 

factors, and where, when, and how to speak or act.” Welcome Pat. 

 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
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LIVING ON THE STREETS 

A Reflection by Jeanette Arnquist  

How would you react if you were to receive a challenge to live on the streets for one day? It isn’t too 
hard to imagine how you could do that.  Put on old clothes that are somewhat dirty.  Put a few things 
into a backpack.  Leave your cash (except for maybe $5) and credit cards at home.  If you take your cell 
phone, make sure it is not fully charged.  Then go out downtown and walk around.  Try to find some 
place where you can get something to eat.  Try to find shelter from the sun or rain or wind.  Try to find 
a public restroom that you can use. 

I realized that my challenge would be a bluff because I would not be willing to accept it myself. 

The closest I have ever been to being homeless was on backpacking trips.  Even though I had really 
good boots and light weight equipment, I had sore feet at the end of the day and my back hurt from car-
rying the pack.  I woke up each morning with numerous aches and pains from sleeping on the ground.  I 
remember how I felt after about 5 days on the trail.  I would be covered in trail dust and other dust left 
behind by the mules who also walk on the trail.  My clothes would be stiff with salt.  I would smell like 
a skunk.  And I would want nothing more than a shower and clean socks. 

Which brings me to the purpose of Poverello House. 

Poverello House opened in 2008 to offer our guests an opportunity for showers and laundry, and a 
place where they could get some really good food and relax away from the pressures of the streets.   

In 2019 the Board of Poverello House determined that our rented facilities on Lee Street were inade-
quate.  We envisioned a new facility that could offer more space and improved functionality.  Our goal 
was to give our guests a break from the streets in a more comfortable environment.  In July of 2021, we 
were able to purchased a house on a large lot located on Blacklidge Drive.  This property is only about 
a mile north of our former location.   

Working with our architect, we determined how to upgrade the bathrooms and kitchen. The plan also 
includes adding a meeting room.  As I write this, renovation of our new Poverello House is proceeding 
nicely.   

We look forward to reopening and again being able to offer daytime hospitality and new socks in the 
same Franciscan tradition that has guided us since 2008. 

Meanwhile, we thank you for your ongoing support and prayers that have made all this possible. 
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PROGRESS REPORT 

Work is in progress both on the 

inside and outside of the future 

Poverello House. Given the fact 

that the house was built in   

1947  and is located in Tucson, 

finding extensive termite dam-

age was not a big surprise. 

New walkways and the fonda-

tion for an extended kitchen 

and an additional meeting 

room have been poured. Due to 

the amount of rain lately, one 

side of the wall around the 

property was leaning and 

needs to be repaired. Slowly 

but surely we are moving to-

ward the future. 

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING? 

      We need: 

Shift Volunteers:  Be present at the house for 4-
hour shifts.  Check guests in and assist staff 
with serving food, helping give out clothing, etc.  
Work is between 8:00 am and 12:00 or 12:00 to 
4:00 pm Wednesday – Saturday. 

Shopper:  Make a trip to Costco to buy food and sup-
plies on Wednesday or Thursday between 9:00 
am and 1:00 pm.  Be prepared to charge $300- 
$400 on your own card and be reimbursed with-
in a week.  This job would need to be done no 
more than one time per month.  Occasionally it is 
necessary to shop at more than one location. 

Social Media:  Create Social Media accounts for Pov-
erello House and update them at least twice per 
week.  Must have computer skills and be present 
at Poverello House enough to find and post inter-
esting photos, news or reflections.  Work can be 
done from home at any time of the day. 

Monthly electronic newsletter:  Format news items 
sent by others into an attractive document that 
can be sent by email every month.  Work can be 
done from home at any time of the day. 

Printed newsletter:  Format news items into an at-
tractive document to be printed and mailed to 
about 500 people. 

Prepare lunch: Once each month purchase, prepare 

and deliver lunch for 12 persons.   

Call: Anne Reissner 520 908 7239 

HOUSE LIVE-IN STAFF 

Some of you may know that Bill Quigley 

has retired and is now part of the St. Fran-

cis Community living and doing outreach 

for the homeless at sacred Heart Parish.  

His health has improved, and he seems to be doing well. 

Darren Graybill, on the other hand, will continue to work 

as one of our live-in staff persons when the new house 

opens.  He has served four plus years as our staff person  

and will continue to combine some substitute teaching 

with his responsibilities at Poverello House. We are de-

lighted that he will bring his experience and commitment 

to restarting the house.  

 

AN ANNOUNCEMENT 

Did you know that this is the 27th edition of the News-

letter.  I have had the privilege of preparing all of them!  

The time has come (as the famous walrus said) for 

someone with new insights to contribute to Poverello 

House by using their “time and talent” to produce the 

newsletter. I am hanging up my editor’s hat with this 

edition. We are looking for someone who knows desktop 

publishing and wants to let the world know about what 

is happening at Poverello House!  

     Anne Reissner 


