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WE ARE OPEN!WE ARE OPEN!

When we start something new, we take that first step and then it is followed by hundreds of
thousands of other steps. We may have an idea of what direction we are going but we are not aware of

all the twists and turns we'll face along the way.

When we opened our doors in October 2008 there was no way we could have come up with a 15 year
plan. It just doesn't work that way. As each month passed, then each year, then a decade, we had to

respond to events as they occurred.

Guests came and went, some returning again years later. Volunteers came and went and some stayed
year after year. Our bank account grew and shrank and grew. We upset a few neighbors, but we met

with mutual respect, and we worked things out.

In 2019, we began to plan for our next 10 years. We had
determined that our facilities at Lee Street were inadequate.
In 2022 we were able to purchase the house on Blacklidge.
We began renovation work in January of 2024. That work

was just completed in November 2024 and now we are
reopened and welcoming guests. For the first time in our

history, we are welcoming women guests on Wednesdays.
Thanks be to God! 

As we approach the end of 2024 and the season of Christmas, I want to thank all of you
who have supported us with time, talent and treasure. I pray that you will continue to

journey with us on our “pilgrimage” of many steps.   -David Buer, ofm
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We are very excited to welcome our new staff!We are very excited to welcome our new staff!

Victoria enjoys engaging
with local community as 
well as hiking, camping 
and spending time outside. 

Victoria DeVasto
Victoria is our new Women’s Day Coordinator,
 Interum house staff and Volunteer Coordinator! 

Victoria was born and raised in Boston Massachusetts but has been an active
outreach and community care worker for over 5 years here in Tucson. In her
professional past she has been a case manager as well as a behavioral health
technician for local agencies in Tucson. 

In addition to her professional career, Victoria is also the acting Director of a mutual
aid group called Community On Wheels. This group has been active since 2020 and
they engage in weekly distribution of essential items to unhoused individuals.
Victoria provides free case management as well as advocacy to people involved in
the project. 

We have implemented new structure and programming!We have implemented new structure and programming!

House UpdatesHouse Updates

On Women’s day we have new hygiene bins
designated to each individual and stored in our
new cubbies. Everyone has their own cubby and
can use the hygiene items as they need
throughout the day.

Showers and Laundry will be available
to guests on a  first come - first served
basis. We have new guidelines around
shower-time as well as general
expectations and visual guides
 around the house. 

                                   Poverello House is excited to announce: 
                                                We are now open to women!
                                        Every Wednesday is Women’s Day! 

Bill Cassidy

Bill originally grew up in Washington DC but moved to Tucson in 2004. 
He has a long history of helping others and in addition to his previous experience
at a book store, real estate sales and more - Bill has spent years volunteering at
Grace St Paul working at the Food pantry and handing out meals to unhoused
people. 

Bill enjoys playing chess,
hiking and reading. 

Bill is our new Live-in staff!

Bill has a long standing passion for helping others and assisting  local
community groups!



First of all, I want to thank all of you generous people who have supported Poverello
House. Other than a few small grants from Church related organizations, and a couple
of big grants from the City of Tucson which enabled us to purchase our new home on

Blacklidge, we rely on the generosity of individuals.
As we are moving into our next 10 years, we are going to need to professionalize our

services and rely more on paid staff. We do have to pay staff every month, not just in
December when most of our donations come in. So, it is important to have monthly

donors so that we can count on having the cash flow to meet payroll.  

How to become a monthly donor?  
You can remind yourself to write a person check each month and mail it. 

You can set up a recurring donation on our website
You can set it up through your bank.

Remember that Poverello House is a Qualifying Charitable Organization and
donations of $471 for an individual or $938 for a couple, made before April 15, 2025,

can be deducted from your 2024 Arizona income tax.

And finally, thank all of you so very much. No matter how you choose to give,
 we are so very grateful.

-Jeanette Arnquist 

DonationsDonations

We have a simple QR code that will take you to our donations page. 
Just  scan with the camera on your phone!
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PO Box 50782 Tucson AZ 85703Mail us:

Call us: (520) 637-8916



Dr. Anne Reissner began her professional career as an elementary school teacher.
After completing a Master Degree in the Administration of Religious Education, she

served as a Director of Religious Education in various Roman Catholic parish settings
in New Jersey. In the early 1980’s, she enrolled in graduate studies at Andover Newton

Theological School and earned the Master of Divinity degree and the Doctor of
Ministry degree. She then joined the faculty of St. Francis Seminary in Milwaukee, WI

where she served as Director of Supervised Ministry for seven years. She then
assumed the position of Academic Dean at the Maryknoll School of Theology in

Ossining, NY. Although this graduate theology program closed in 1995, she remained
at Maryknoll serving as the Director of Study at the Center for Mission Research and

Study at Maryknoll until retiring in 2004.

Throughout her career, Dr. Reissner has served on local and national boards including
a term as president of the Association of Theological Field Education, membership on

the Association of Theological Schools Committee on Globalization, and a term as
president of the American Society of Missiology.

Since moving to Tucson in June 2007, Dr. Anne Reissner has become involved in
outreach to the homeless and in education concerning the plight of immigrants

crossing the Sonoran desert in search of a better life. She has served on the Board of
Directors for Poverello House since it was established. 

Anne is retiring from the Board and while we are saddened, we are eternally grateful
for her dedication and support throughout these years. 

One of our first Directors is stepping down.One of our first Directors is stepping down.
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We wish you all a wonderful and joyous holiday season!We wish you all a wonderful and joyous holiday season!

With Love, Poverello HouseWith Love, Poverello House

Thank You Anne!Thank You Anne!


